Policeman killed 
< by drug smugglers 

■-- - AMMAN (Petra) — A poHce- 
«■:. man was killed Monday in a 

- : v . shootout with drag smokers, 

.. poKce sakL A police spokesman,. 

quoted by the Jordan News 
. Agency, Petra, said that police 
. .. seized a large amount of hashish 
which was supposed to be trans- 
■ fared to a neighbouring Arab 
.! country. He said that the ahti- 
narcotics department organised 
an operation to arrest the snrag- 
glere flagrante delicto. Id the 
~ - operation, the smugglers started' 
shooting, killing Lieutenant 
. Ahmad Abdul Karim Sukhni, the' 
spokesman said. After the 
dashes, several smugglers were 
. arrested and a large amount of 
: __ drugs was seized, he said. 

Qian In India 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Chinese 
Foreign Minister Qian Qichen 
arrived in New Delhi Wednesday 
to hold talks with Indian leaders 
on their disputed frontier. Qian is 
the first senior Chinese official to 
visit India since Prime Minister 
^ V.P. Singh took office 3 Vi 
months ago. Qian jgpded in the 
western port city of Bombay 
Tuesday to inaugurate the office 
of the India-China Chamber of 
Commerce. He toured the Taj 
Mahal in Agra Wednesday before 
coming to the Tn dirfft capital. 

Iran-Soviet border 
gates opened 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian-Soviet 
- border gates tint blocked a 
wooden bridge over the Aras 
River in the dty of Joifa swung 
open Wednesday for the first 
. rime in 73 years, Tehran Radio 
reported. The state-run radio said 
the people who poured across the 
bridge were, tbq first officially. , 
sanctioned Soviet Azeri Muslim 
visitors to the Islamic republic 
under an agreement to open the 
border after violent demonstra- 
. lions in January. The radio re- 
_■ port, monitored in Nicosia, said 
'■- 1 the bridge w&s unblocked to mark 
the Muslim new year of 1369 that 
started Wednesday. The. gates 
** will remain open for three more 
" , days to commemorate the holi- 

■' day, it said. 

- «- ■ 

Mongolia elects 
new leaders 

ULAN BATOR (R) — Mongo- 
\ Ha’s parliament chose its foreign 
' trade minister and the initiator of 
the country’s open door policy as 
its president Wednesday, shortly 
after accepting the resignation of 
former President Zbambyn Bat- 
munkh. Punsahnaagiyn Ochirbat, 

■ ‘ 47, was chosen at the first day of a 
session that also tapped Sharavyn 
Gunjaadoij, an agricultural spe- 
dalist, to succeed Dumaagiyn 
1 Sodnom as prime minister. Both 
the new president and prime 
minister are members of die rul- 
ing Communist Party but 
A apparently do not hold top posts. 

Sudan court falls 
to hold hearing 

' KHARTOUM (R) — A 
’ Sudanese court due to decide 
whether five Palestinians should 
the for killing five Britons and 
two Sud anese in 1988 failed to 
meet as scheduled on. Wednes- 
day, jo urnal lists who went to the 
; court said. They said the court 
■ (fid not convene and there was no 
7 explanation for the delay. Earlier 
this month, the court said that 
_^-" r after considering the views of 
natives of the British victims it 
meet on March 21 to de- 
cafo on the fate of the five P^lesti- 
. nuns who had been sentenced to 
desk. Last September, the court 
left it to the families of the victims 
to decide whether the five should 
* J ' it he executed, pardoned or 
- offered to pay blood money . 

. Inarleaves C U.S^ 
Britain out In cold’ 

. ‘NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Presi- 
dent AS Akbsr Hashemi Rafsan- 
' ’jam «ud Wednesday once-hostfle 
• • nations were racing to befriend 
Tehran but (he United States and 
; CBritxm were being left out in the 
J : icokl In a message marking Ira- 
nian new year r e ported by the 
* *p8kiaJ sews agency IRKA, Raf- 
Vtanjanf urged people who have 
left Iran since the revolution of 
, r W5 to return. The economy was 
.Moving forward, be said, vowing 
_ 4 0 press ahead vigorously with a 
' %-ycw development plan. 


CBJ reserves expected to be raised 
to $650 milli on by end of this year 

Jardaneh confident 
of meeting targets 


Panels to probe 9 cases of corruption 


By P.V. Vfvekanand 
Jordan Tunes Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The present foreign 
exchange reserve of $380 nrilHn n 
at the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) is very encouraging and 
the Kingdom is confident that h 
could be raised to $650 million by 
the end of the year. Finance 
Minister Basel Jardaneh said 
Wednesday. 

Jardaneh also said the present 
■ exchange rate of the Jordanian 
dinar was ‘Very realistic and 
appr o pr iate” and that “there is 
no demand for any change” in the 
rate. 

Addressing an informal brief- 
ing for reporters, Jardaneh said 
Jordan and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) were near 
agreement on finatkmg the next 
phase of the Kingdom’s economic 
restructuring programme. 

Finalisation of the agreement, 
which follows an informal visit to 
Jordan by an IMF delegation 
earlier tins month, will release 
$44 rnfflion in IMF standby cre- 
dits to Jordan in four tranches of 
$11 million each, he said. 

The foreign exchange reserve 
at flm Central Bank stood at $500 
milli on at the end of 1989, and 
was reduced to $380 million by. 
March since the Kingdom had to 
meet interest in arrears on its 
external loans, according to the 
‘minister. "“A' substantial amount 
of interest due In 1989 was not 
pud since we could not agree on 
trams of (rescheduling},” be said. 



Basel Jardaneh 

“Now, some of the bilateral 
agreements have been signed and 
we have paid all interest in. 
arrears to the London Chib” of 
creditor banks, but there are 
some outstanding payments to 
the Paris Club of creditor govern- 
ments. He (fid not provide any 
figures. 

-The minister voiced confidence 
that Jordan would meet its target 
of receiving $750 million in Arab 
aid and foreign loans, and be able 
to raise its reserves to $650 mil- 
lion by end of the year under a 
“‘foreign exchange programme 
already worked out.” 

He explained that the Kingdom 
expected a minim um of $360 mil- 
lion in Arab financial assistance 
— “we are sure that it will be 
more,” be said without giving 
specific commitments — and the 


rest in the form of a $150 million 
loan from the World Bank, 
another loan of $150 millio n from 
Japan and the $44 million IMF 
standby credit 

The present foreign exchange 
reserve of $380 million indudes 
mandatory deposits at the Cen- 
tral Bank from commercial 
banks, he said. He did not give 
any breakdowns, but said the 
total of such commercial bank 
deposits was in the range of $26(1 
million to $280 million . 

During the expected visit of the 
IMF delegation in April, Jordan 
and the fund will also prepare a 
medium- term economic program- 
me lasting until the yearn 1993, 
be said. 

Jordan has concluded bilateral 
debt rescheduling agreements 
with all concerned members of 
tiie Paris Qub except Britain, 
Belgium and Sweden, he said,- 
adding that the Kingdom ex- 
pected to sign a final rescheduling 
agreement with the London Gub 
in ApriL 

Hie said Jordan could only hope 
for marginal relief from the 
Brady plan of writing-off debts of 
developing countries since com- 
mercial banks accounted for only 
13 per cent its debts. 

Also,' be added, Jordan could 
not hope to gain from the Toron- 
to Protocol applicable to poor 
debtor countries since the King- ' 
do in’s per capita income was 
above the $800 set as basic qual- 
ifying point under the agreement. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Finance minister braced to defend 
income tax law on House floor 


By Safameh Ne’matt 

Special to Che Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Finance Minister 
Basel Jardaneh said Wednesday 
he was prepared for a battle with 
the Lower House of Parliament 
today to convince deputies to 
vote against House’s Finance 
Committee amendments to the 
income tax law. 

Jardaneh said the amend- 
ments, offering more income tax 
exemptions, would result in a JD 
20 rnfflion increase in the budget 
deficit and would force foe gov- 
ernment to increase custom 
duties to compensate for the loss. 

The minister told reporters the 
government plans to increase in- 
come and consumption tax rather 
than custom duties' to establish a 
base for the Kingdom’s economy 
in the 1990s. 

“There is too much depend- 
.ence on customs,” Jardaneh said. 
“We have to depend more on 
income and consumption tax.” 

Jardaneh, who will address the 
House today to argue against the 
Finance Committee's amend- 
ment, said the government’s 
proposal to increase corporate 


tax from 35 per cent to 40 per 
cent would result in a JD 8.8 
milli on increase in revenues. 

Income Tax Department 
Director General Salman Taraw- 
neh told the Jordan Times 
Wednesday that his department 
collected more taxes than ever 
due to a boom in exports, an 
increase in profits by banks and 

financial ram panic* and a tighter 

tax collection system. 

Tarawneh confirmed that the 
department collected JD 77.5 
milli on in taxes until March. 20 
compared with JD 22 million in 
the same period last year. 

He said the reason behind the 
higher revenues was an increase 
in industrial exports such as phos- 
phates and more profits for banks 
and financial in sti t u tions. He said 
that an improvement in tax col- 
lection manag ement has also con- 
tributed to higher revenues. 

Tarawneh said that many indus- 
tries have entered under the in- 
come tax umbrella last year after 
the expiry of the exemption 
period granted in 1983 and 1984 
as part of the investment incen- 
tives law. 

He added that foe JD 77.5 


million revenues figure until 
March 20 could not be taken as a 
measure of revenues for the en- 
tire year. He explained that most 
major companies pay most of- 
their taxes in January and Febru- 
ary to benefit from foe reduction 
offered for early payment. 

Tarawneh said a small part of , 
Jhe increase could be attributed 
to last year’s amendment in foe 
tax law (article 40) which he said- 
was enacted only as of Nov. 1, 
1989. ' . . 

Hie said he expected an in- 
crease in total tax revenues over 
an above the JD 100 million 
projected in the 1990 national 
budget. Jardaneh said the figure 
could reach JD 120 ntiflion. 

Tarawneh refused to comment 
on Jardaneh’s estimation that the 
treasury would suffer a JD 20 
million loss if the finance commit- 
tee’s amendments were to be 
endorsed by the House. 

Last Sunday, the House de- 
cided to resume discussions of foe 
Finance Committee’s amendment 
after Jardaneh said the amend- 
ments would result in a wider 
budget deficit and higher custom 
duties. 


Kohl sponsors East German 
coalition t alks in Bonn 


BONN (Agencies) — Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl was discussing Ger- 
man ratific ation Wednesday night 
with East German conservative 
leaders who won a resounding 
victory in their country’s first free 
elections. 

Kohl is anxious to make good 
his promises to East ^ German 
voters during the election cam- 
paign that Bonn would act swiftly 
to improve their lives by intro- 
ducing its powerful cur rency a nd 
extending its welfare system to 
East Germany. 

“We must not disappoint the 
ex p ect a tions of the ertizere and 
voters of East Germany. The 
confidence and trust people have 
put in us and our policies must be 
justified,” Kohl said this week. 

Government sources said 
Kohl’s late-night talks in Bonn 
with East German Christian 
Democratic (CDU) leader 
Lotfaar fle .'Mfldaeie and other 


conservative politicians were to 
concentrate on the new laws 
needed to implement currency, 
economic and social onion. 

The CDU heads the three- 
party Alliance for Germany, 
which won 48 per cent of the vote 
in Sunday’s East German elec- 
tions, and de Maiziere is likely to 
become prime minister. 

Bonn expects the new East 
German government to announce 
a comprehensive legislative prog- 
ramme in its first statements of 
policy, probably at the beginning 
of April. 

The CDU package would in- 
clude protection of private prop- 
erty and investments, and free- 
dom to start new businesses as 
well as changes in the tax system 
and trade union legislation, the 
government sources said. 

CDU economic adviser Grad 
Koenig said font if the laws all go 


through on schedule, prepara- 
tions for introducing the Wot 
German mark as legal tender in 
East Germany could start in May. 

Bat the alliance would need the 
backing of East Germany’s Social 
Democratic Party (SPD), which 
has rejected coalition overtures. 

NATO role 

Most Warsaw Pact countries 
support NATO membership for a 
united Germany, leaving the 
Soviet Union virtually isolated 
among its allies, a senior U.S. 
official said Wednesday. 

The official, accompanying 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker at Namftra’sindependenoe 
.celebrations, said most of foe 
Soviet Union’s East Uoc allies 
were dearly opposed to the 
Kremlin position that a unified 
Germany should be neutral. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The government, arttng on a request from 
Mirant, has referred nine cases of corruption to the public 
prosecutor Wednesday to investigate possible corruption, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra said. 

Justice Minister Yousef Mbddeen was quoted as saying by Petra a 
judicial inquiry would start Thursday. 

Ftoe committees, each with a Judge helped by officiris from 
r elev ant mini stries, the Andit Bureau and the Central of 

Jordan, would """fa* the contracts. 

The 8 0-seat Lower House of Parihunent, vowing to fight 

compthn and ec onomi c crime, referred the cases with supporting 
documents to Prime Minister Mndar Badran for action after a ‘ 
dosed session Tuesday. 


The cases were said to include a sale of Central Bank of Jordan’s 
gold hoktingp, the Abn Nnsdr housing project, the Jnbdha 
amusement park prefect, the Jafr-Azraq road project, the Swaqa 
prison project, food tenders mid projects of the Jordan VaDey 
Authority. 

“The investigation committees have been granted foil authority to 
delve deep into the problems and pursue afl channels reqnfred in the 
course of investigation to determine the identity of persons 
connected to the corruption cases," MbeEdeen told Petra. 

“Justice wffl take its cou r s e , and only those actually involved and 
found guilty wffl be affected as proved by the committee’s 
investigations,” the minis t er added. 


Namibia 
is free 

WINDHOEK (R) — Namibia 
broke the shackles of more than a 
century of colonial rule Wednes- 
day when t*« of thousands of 
joyous people danced in the 
streets to usher in the c o untry ’s 

Ind ep e nd e nce . 

The world’s newest nation, 
which became the 160th member 
of the United Nations, launched a 
massive street party to mark the 
end of colonial domination, first 
from imperial Germany and since 
1915 from neighbouring South 
Africa. 

President Sam Nqjoma and Us 
cabinet were mrrtallnl in solemn 
ceremonies by U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuelar, 
whose peacekeeping forces were 
hutnanentel in securing a peace- 
ful transition to independence. 
(Sea page 8). 

Peres 

begins 

uphill 


task 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Labour Party leader Shimon- 
Peres Wednesday began the deli- 
cate task of forming a new gov- 
ernment be says' will pursue peace 
with the Palestinians. 

Immediately after President 
Chaim Herzog gave him the man- 
date, Peres met with members of 
the ultra-orthodox patty Agndat 
Israel to try to win their support. 

In order to get the 61 suppor- 
ters needed to gain control of foe 
120-seat parliament. Feres most 
convince the ultra-orthodox fac- 
tions to join with leftist parties. 
Orthodox parties in foe past have 
demanded tougher laws to deal 
with restaurants and stores that 
open on the Sabbath, a major 
source of friction with liberal 
factions. 

Peres, 66, already has the 
largest Uoc in the Knesset, or 
parliament — 39 Labour legisla- 
tors. The largest rival is his for- 
mer coalition partner, the right- 
wing Likud with 35 seats. 

Likud campaigned to block 
Peres from forming a new gov- 
ernment, calling his plan for 
peace talks with Palestinians a 
threat to Israel’s existence. 

Peres has three weeks to find 
coalition partners giving him the 
needed 61 seals. 

Caretaker Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir, the Uknd leader, 
turned down an overture from 
Peres to join a new administra- 
tion beaded by Labour, and his 
supporters went on the offensive. 

“We certainly have in Likud a 
very deep concern that the direc- 
tion die Labour Party . is taking 
will bring about the creation of a 
Palestinian state, which we see as 
a disaster for our existence,” said 
Shamir’s transport minister, 
Moshe Katsav. 

“We can’t be partners in a 
government led by Labour,” Kat- 
sav told Israel Radio. 

Peres withdrew his Labour Par- 
ty from coalition with Shamir 
over his refusal to start IsraeK- 
Pakstiman talks and led the vote 
in the Knesset that defeated the 
government last Thursday. 

Moments after being asked to 
form a new go vernm ent, Peres 
announced his intention to accept 
a U.S. proposal for opening talks 
with Palestinians in Cairo that 
could end their 27-month-okl re- 
volt in tiie occupied territories. 

(Conttaned on page 5). 


100 Palestinians treated 
after clashes with Israelis 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— More than 100 Palestinians 
were treated for tear-gas inhala- 
tion and minor wounds after a 
clash with Israeli soldiers 
Wednesday, a hospital in the. 
occupied West Bank said. 

“This is the largest number of 
patients we have ever treated in a 
single day,” said a doctor at the 
United Nations-run hospital. 

Palestinians said those treated 
were among a large crowd in the 
occupied West Bank town of 
Qalqilya who marched towards a 
school after soldiers surrounded 
600 students staging a sit-in inside 
the playground. 

An Israeli spokesman said one 
Palestinian was hit by a rubber 
ballet and only one person suf- 
fered tear-gas inhalation. Several 
were hurt by stones thrown by 
fellow Palestinians, be said. 

The doctor at the small Qal- 
qilya hospital, who asked not to 
be identified, said more than 100 
Palestinians suffered tear-gas in- 
halation, two had wounds from 
rubber ballets and four had been 
hit by stones. 

Residents said students in the 


school courtyard were marking 
the anniversary of the 1968 Ai 
Karamefa battle. 

They were also demanding that 
dasses start one hour earlier to 
matrh fog P alestinian “summer 
time” called by the leaders of the 
27-month -old uprising in the 
occupied territories. 

Until Israel changes its docks 
March 24 government-run 
Palestinian schools are obliged to 
run according to Israeli time. 

Israeli soldiers also used tear- 
gas against demonstrating stu- 
dents in the West Bank town of 
Jenin and Ramailah, but no in- 
juries were reported. 

A 10-year-old boy from the 
village of Dhannabeh, Shukri 
Hassan Barakat, died Tuesday 
night in a hospital after be was 
shot in the head by Israeli soldiers 
during dashes, sources said. 

He was the seventh Palestinian 
lulled by Israeli forces this 
month. Two Gaza Strip residents 
died in hospitals on Monday from 
wounds -suffered during earlier 
dashes. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, a 
40-year-old Arab, Ahmed Khalil 


Emsabeh, was shot dead in the 
market of Khan Younis Wednes- 
day. Pales tinians said he was a 
drug dealer suspected by 
nationalists of being an Israeli 
informer. 

Elsewhere in Gaza, soldiers 
shot and wounded five Palesti- 
nians during stone-throwing inci- 
dents, hospitals reported. 

The army and witnesses gave 
conflicting accounts Wednesday on 
the 10-year-old boy’s death in 
Tulkarm. 

The army said in a statement 
that stones were thrown at sol- 
diers on patrol and that they fired 
rubber bullets to disperse the 
youths. “The troops hit one of 
the youths, and he was later, 
reported to have died,” the army 
said. 

Relatives told reporters, 
however, that Shukri Barakat 
was standing in tire doorway of 
his home when he was hit with a 
bullet apparently fired from a 
nearby rooftop army post. They 
said they saw. no stones thrown. 

The incident was being investi- 
gated by military police, the army 
spokesman’s office said. 


Ambassador denies Sweden 
launching peace initiative 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Swedish Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Lars Loonhack 
Wednesday denied reports that 
a peace initiative for the Mid- 
dle East was being launched by 
Sweden. 

“Sweden is not working with 
any Middle East peace initia- 
tive now, and tiie reports car- 
ried by tiie press are not true,” 
Lonnback told the Jordan 
Times. 

News reports carried by tiie 
Saudi newspaper AI Yawm 
said Tuesday that Sweden 
would announce its own peace 
initiative for the region, adding 
that Swedish officials had con- 
tacted officials in Cairo and 
Amman to brief Aem on the 
content of the proposals. 

The ambassador said that 
Sweden was dosely following 
the peace process that is cur- 
rently taking place, which in- 
cludes travels and contacts 
with afl parties concerned in 
the conflict. 

In its report, the Saudi paper 
also reported that Swedish 
Foreign Minister Stea Ander- 
son’s visit to Israel was to dis- 
cuss tiie peace initiative, which 


was reported to deal with 
speeding up the peace process, 
with Israeli officials. 

Ambassador Lonnback ex- 
plained that Anderson’s visit to 
Israel was due to an invitation 
by the mayor of Tel Aviv to 
inaugurate a new street there 
named after a renowned Swed- 
ish Jewish World War II perso- 
nality Raul Wallenberg. 

He added that the minister 
had also talked with Labour 
Party leader Shimon Peres and 
Foreign Minister Moshe Arens 
daring his two-day stay in 
Israel, “hot those talks were 
within the context of what is 
happening now with the peace 
process, which did not concern 
any Swedish initiative.” He did 
not elaborate. 

About a reported row be- 
tween Anderson and Arens 
over the way the peace process 
was being stalled by the Israeli 
government, the ambassador 
said: “Foreign Minister Arens 
had the kindness to express 
some views on the Middle 
East, which Anderson found to 
be of no help to the peace 
process.” He said that Ander- 
son was in Israel on his way to 
Namibia to attend the celebra- 
tions of its independence. 


where' he is presently staying. 

American Secretary of State 
James Baker and Soviet Fore- 
ign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze, as well as Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat 
are attending the celebrations 
of independence in Namibia. 
Lonnback said be believed that 
Arafat and Anderson would 
have talks concerning the 
peace process. 

On developments in the 
peace process, Lonnback said 
that it was not expected “to 
move fast now with what- is 
happening in the Israeli govern- 
ment.” 

However, the ambassador 
expressed optimism that if 
Peres forms a new govern- 
ment, the peace process could 
be speeded up. 

“Peres has indicated that he 
wants to sit down with the 
Palestinians for negotiations. 
So his government could prob- 
ably make steps in the right 
direction for a solution,” 
Lonnback said. 

But be added that Sweden’s 
final judgement concerning the 
Israeli position would be made 
when the new government is 
formed. 


Speculation rife in Beirut 
of hostage-prisoner exchange 


BEIRUT (R) — Speculation is 
mounting in Lebanon that Arabs 
imprisoned in Israel may be freed 
in return for captured Israeli ser- 
vicemen as part of a complex deal 
to win the release of Western 
hostages in Lebanon. 

Reports of increased diploma- 
tic efforts to free the 17 Wester- 
ners are now being linked to the 
fate of some 300 Arabs, a Hizbol- 
lah deric seized by Israel in Leba- 
non last July, and three Israelis 
captured by guerrillas in South 
Lebanon. 

Talks about the exchange of 
prisoners started last August 

Israel offered to swap about 
300 Shi’ites and the deric, Abdul 
Karim Obeid, for the Western 
hostages and three Israeli sol- 


diers. 

The release of Arab prisoners 
has been a key demand by groups 
holding the 17 Western hostages 
in Lebanon. But Hizbollah, 
which has held the three Israeli 
servicemen since 1985, said then 
such an exchange was impossible. 

A senior leader of the Iranian- 
backed Hizbollah (Party of God) 
told Reuters Tuesday that an end 
to the hostage dr ama was in sight 
but that this depended on the 
hostage takers getting some- 
thing in return. 

On Wednesday tiie conserva- 
tive AI LJwaa newspaper, based 
in west Beirut, put a date cm a 
possible exchange of Palestinian 
and Lebanese in return for the 
Israeli prisoners. 


Quoting Palestinian sources in 
Amman, the newspaper said the 
exchange of prisoners could take 
place at the beginning of the Holy 
Month of Ramadan winch starts 
next Tuesday. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the report. The 
newspaper said secret contacts 
have been taking place between 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation, Hizbollah and Israel 
through an international party 
that enjoys good relations whh afl 
three. 

‘These contacts have achieved 
substantia] progress lately which 
could lead to a prisoner exchange 
within the coming few days, un- 
less negative footers impede the 
operation ” AI Liwaa said. 
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WASHINGTON (R) — The Bush administration 
told Congress Tuesday that the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLQ) had lived up to its 1988 pledge 
to renounce terrorism. 


But the administration express- 
ed concern about violent actions 
taken by PLO constituent groups 
and the organisation's failure to 
dissociate itself from them. 

The findings were issued in a 
State Department report to Con- 
gress required under a law 
enacted last year stemming from 
the Reagan administration's re- 
versal of long-standing U.S. poli- 
cy not to talk to the PLO. 

That action followed a state- 
ment by PLO leader Yasser Ara- 
fat renouncing terrorism. 

“It is the administration's posi- 
tion that the PLO has adhered to 
its commitments undertaken in 
1988 to renounce terrorism," the 
report said. 

It said actions undertaken by 
Damascus-based PLO groups had 
been a problem but added: “We 
have no evidence that these ac- 
tions were authorised or approved 
by the PLO executive committee 
or Arafat personally." 

The State Department said the 
loosely-structured PLO suffered 
from deficiencies in controlling 


all of its constituent groups, espe- 
cially those that opposed aspects 
of current PLO policy and carried 
out cross-border attacks. 

“We are disappointed that the 
PLO has not found a more au- 
thoritative way to distance or 
dissociate itself from activities 
undertaken by constituent groups 
acting independently without the 
organisation ’s official sanction," 
the report said. “We think it 
important they do so.'* 

It said the United States had 
told the PLO it would hold the 
organisation to its commitments 
and would continue to examine 
all incidents ou a case-by-case 
basis. 

Of almost 30 border and rocket 
attacks made against Israel by 
Palestinian groups since Decem- 
ber 1988, the report said, nine 
had involved PLO constituent 
groups. 

Although the United States 
had no evidence they were 
ordered by Arafat or the PLO 
Executive Committee, “we have 
made it dear to the PLO that 


these activities raise serious ques- 
tions about the PLO's commit- 
ment to renounce terrorism,’* the 
report said. 

It also said that the United 
States W3S concerned about the 
public pronouncements of the 
PLO, its constituent groups and 
individual leaders. 

“We continue to impress on 
PLO leaders that they must speak 
with one voice of their intent to 
seek a peaceful, negotiated solu- 
tion (of the Arab- Israel con- 
flict),” it said. 

Israel's army chief of staff, 
contradicting his government's 
diplomatic offensive against the 
PLO, said Tuesday the main PLO 
faction was not launching guerril- 
la attacks against Israel. 

Israeli officials have urged 
leaders in the United States and 
Europe to cut ties with the PLO. 

But participants in a meeting of 
parliament’s foreign affaire and 
defence committee quoted 
Lieutenant-General Dan Shom- 
ron as saying: 

“Arafat's Fateh (movement) is 
not operating against Israel from 
Lebanon or from other regions 
outside the frontiers of the state.” 

Fateh is the mainstream PLO 
group led by Arafat. 


Sri Leaska= Arab ties to improve 


COLOMBO (R) — The closure 
of an office representing Israeli 
interests in Sri Lanka will pave 
the way for better political and 
economic ties with the Arab 
World, government politicians 
and diplomats said Wednesday. 

Parliamentary Speaker Hanifa 
Mohammad said the closure 
would help strengthen contacts 
with Arab countries. 

President Ranasinghe Pre- 
madasa Tuesday ordered the clo- 
sure of the Israeli interests office 
in line with a pledge he made 


during presidential polls in 1988. 

His office said in a statement 
that Premadasa had asked Fore- 
ign Minister Ranjan Wijeratne to 
close the Israeli office before 
April 20. 

The Israeli section in Colombo 
regretted the president's decision 
which it said was made at a time 
when many nations were estab- 
lishing relations with Israel, not 
the reverse. 

Sri Lanka cut diplomatic ties 
with Israel 20 years ago but in 
1984 allowed an office represent- 


By Jonathan Karp 

Reuter 


TEL AVTV — The nomination 
of Labour Party leader Shimon 
Peres to form the next govern- 
ment marks a dramatic com- 
eback bid by a once-popular 
prime minister who pulled 
Israeli troops out of Lebanon 
and cut runaway inflation. 

The Polish-born Peres, 66, 
also normalised ties with Egypt 
during his 25-month term as 
pemier from 1984-1986, earn- 
ing a reputation as a concilia- 
tory statesman. 


Sacked by Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir last week for 
pressing for Israeli-Palestinian 
talks, Peres may now have the 
chance to achieve one of the 
main goals that has eluded him 
— a breakthrough in Middle 
East peace. 

Peres immediately pledged 
Tuesday night to work towards 
the first-ever peace talks with 
Palestinians in Cairo, proposed 
by the United States to help 
end the Z7-montb-old uprising 
in the occupied Wes: Bank and 
Gaza. 

“We shall reply affirmatively 
to the proposal and in the wake 
of this we hope to meet and 
arrange the talks in Cairo,” 
Peres told reporters. 

His failure to win four elec- 
tions since 1977 has raised 
doubts about his leadership 
ability. 

His party rival, the hawkish 
Yitzhak Rabin, once labelled 
Peres the “indefatigable 
schemer” for his political man- 


oeuvring. 

But after becoming prime 
minister of a broad “national 
unity” government with Sha- 
mir’s rightist Likud Party fol- 
lowing an inconclusive 1984 
general election, Peres 
attained the highest popularity 
rating of any recent Israeli 
premier. 

Peres was born on Aug. 16, 
1923, in Volozhin in what was 
then the Polish province of 
Novogrodek and is now part of 
the Soviet Union. His family 
emigrated in 1934. 

An articulate if uninspiring 
speaker, Peres was groomed 
for leadership by Israel's first 
leader David Ben-Gurion but 
was overshadowed by the 
pioneers and war heroes who 
dominated the Labour Party. 

Having finally gained office 
in 1984, he agreed to a unique 
rotation arrangement with 
Shamir, who became foreign 
minister, under which they 
would swap jobs in October 
1986. 

Despite coalition feuding, be 
brought the bulk of Israeli 
troops in Lebanon borne in' 
June 1985 and cut annual infla- 
tion from 444.9 per cent in 
1984 to under 20 per cent in 
1986. 

On the debit side, he shared 
responsibility for security scan- 
dals during his term, particu- 
larly the arrest of U.S. navy 
analyst Jonathan Pollard as a 
spy for Israel. 

But an opinion poll in mid- 
1986 found Peres the most 
popular prime minister since it 
began regular surveys in 1976, 


with 74 per cent of Israeli 
voters considering him a good 
leader. 

However, after he handed 
the premiership to Shamir in 
1986 under the terms of their 
coalition, Peres found his for- 
mer image as a loser and poli- 
tical conspirator returning. . 

After leading his party to a 
narrow defeat in November 
1986 elections. Peres was 
forced to accept a subordinate 
role for Labour in a national 
unity cabinet led by Shamir, 
and Peres became vice-premier 
and finance minister. 

Peres persisted in his efforts 
for peace and Shamir repe- 
atedly accused him of trying to 
bring down the government by 
conducting his own foreign 
policy. 


The Likud leader finally 
fired Peres, prompting a walk- 
out by Labour ministers and 
the collapse of the coalition 
last week. Peres then led the 
fight that toppled Shamir’s 
government in the first success- 
ful no-confidence vote in 
Israeli history. 

Although Peres has now 
been directed to form Israel’s 
next government, he is starting 
from a position of little popular 
strength. 

His popularity plunged in 
the last year — one poll called 
him the most hated man in 
Israel — and even Labour 
doves wanted him replaced as 
party leader by Rabin, a popu- 
lar defence minister and pivot- 
al figure in the collapsed coali- 
tion government. 


Qadhafi 
calls for 


Islamic 
boycott of 
U.S., allies 


ing Israeli interests to be opened 
under the auspices of the U.S. 
embassy. 

At that time the government 
also invited Mossad, the Israeli 
secret service, to train Sri Lankan 
security forces in the fight against 
Tamil separatist guerrillas. 

Premadasa said Colombo 
would resume diplomatic rela- 
tions with Israel after it recog- 
nised the (PLO) as the legiti- 
mate representative of the Pales- 
tine people and withdrew from 
the occupied territories. 


ROME (AP) — Libyan leader 
Col. Muammar Qadhafi called 
for a Muslim economic against 
the United States, Britain and 
West Germany and said no Isla- 
mic country should have diploma- 
tic ties with them, according to a 
reported Tuesday. 

Libya has said it suspects the 
United States and West Ger- 
many, along with Israel, were 
behind last Wednesday’s fire at a 
Libyan plant that allegedly pro- 
duced poison gas. All three coun- 
tries have denied any involve- 
ment. 


In Saudi Arabia, the Organisa- 
tion of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC) declared full solidarity 
with Libya and strongly de- 
nounced what it called threats 
and pressure against Tripoli. 

“Libya has every right to equip 
itself with the means that will 
ensure its economic and social 
progress," the 46-member orga- 
nisation said in a statement. It 
said the Rabta fire was of “doubt- 
ful origin.” 

Qadhafi 's remarks, carried by 
the official Libyan News Agency 
(JANA), made no mention of the 
fire. The report said Qadhafi 
accused the United States and its 
allies of conducting a campaign of 
subversion against Islamic coun- 
tries. 

It quoted Qadhafi as saying 
there should be no U.S., British 
or West German embassies in any 
Islamic state. 

Libya has diplomatic relations 
with West Germany, but the Un- 
ited States and Britain severed 
ties with Libya years ago. 

Qadhafi was quoted as saying 
the Muslim World is facing a 
historic struggle with a “hostile 
satauic force” and that “no Isla- 
mic country should establish rela- 
tions with the U.S. government 
and its allies. Rather, we should 
have a decisive and perpetual 
boycott against them.” 

The Agency also said Qadhafi 
urged Muslims “to work toward 
withdrawing the Arab oil money 
piled up in the Jewish banks in 
America,” and called such an 
effort “a sacred battle." 


Libya contends the plant near 
Rabta, about 96 kilometres 
southwest of Tripoli, produced 
pharmaceuticals. The United 
Slates and West Germany say it 
produced poison gas. 

Libya's ambassador to Italy, 
Rahman ShaJgam, told Italian 
journalists Monday that several 
people suspected of causing the 
fire had been detained. He also 
said a “member of the technical 
staff” apparently set the fire, 
which be said caused “damage of 
great proportions.” 

U.S. officials say the plant is 
now inoperable. 


JANA quoted Qadhafi as 
saying no ship or plane from the 
United States, Britain or West 
Germany should be allowed in 
“the land of Islam." He appealed 
to Islamic countries to “boycott 
completely the forces of evil of 
this planet” 

The United States attacked Li- 
byan targets three times in the 
1980s, twice shooting down Li- 
byan fighter planes and in 1986 
bombing Tripoli and Benghazi to 
retaliate for what it called Libya's 
support of “international terror- 
ism.” 

Some of the U.S. warplanes 
that attacked Libya in 1986 came 
form bases in Britain. 


U.S. official softens tone 



WASHINGTON (R) — ' The 
Bush administration, apparently 
softening its tone on Israeli settle- 
ments, said Tuesday it would 
support a plan to guarantee $400 
million in loans for Israel to build 
housing for Soviet Jewish immig- 
rants if it received adequate 
assurances on the use of the 
funds. 

Deputy Secretary of State 
Lawrence Eagieburger said the 
United States would approach 
the issue with understanding in 
negotiations with the Israeli gov- 
ernment. He declined to say what 
assurances were needed. 

Hjs remarks were notably sof- 
ter than earlier statements by 
President George Bush linking 
the loan guarantees to new Jew- 
ish settlements. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
had said the guarantees were 
conditional on no settlements 
being built in the Isrtaeli- 
occupied West Bank, regardless 
of whether U.S. loan guarantees 
were involved. 

Bush, in response to a question 
in Palm Springs, California, on 
March 3, included settlements in 
Arab Jerusalem as well as the 
West Bank. 

Bush’s statements aroused a 
furore in Israel, and helped pro- 
voke an Israeli government crisis 
that led to the collapse of the 
Likud-Labour coalition. 

Eagieburger, apparently seek- 
ing to calm the controversy, said 
the administration would support 


the housing' guarantees “on the 
assumption we could obtain 
adequate assurances from the 
government of Israel on the use 
of these fluids.” 

Asked what kind of assurances 
would be acceptable, Eagiebur- 
ger said be eouM not be specific. 
But he said the United States 
would approach the issue with 
“understanding” in negotiations 
with the Israelis, 

On a related issue, Eagiebur- 
ger described as “probably coun- 
terproductive” a proposal to have 
the Senate state that any eased 
U.S. trade with the Soviet Union, 
should be tied to Moscow's allow- 
ing direct flights to take Soviet 
Jews to Israel. 


Senator Arlen Specter said 
Moscow was yielding to Arab 
pressure in refusing to allow such 
flights. His proposed non-binding 
Senate resolution would link the 
issue to the provision of so-called 
most favoured nation (MFN) 
treatment to Soviet exports. 

Eagieburger said the issue had 
been raised with Soviet officials 
without success but added that to 
specifically link MFN with direct 
flights would make it more diffi- 
cult for Moscow to change its 
position. 

Specter disclosed that all 100 
senators had signed a letter to 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
urging him to change his position. 
An aide said the letter had been 
sent several weeks ago. 


U.N. chief to promote 
Saharan peace plan 


RABAT (R) — Efforts to end 
one of the world's most stubborn 
and remote conflicts move up a 
gear Thursday when U.N. Secret- 
ary General Javier Perez de Cuel- 
lar arrives in North Africa with a 
peace plan for Western Sahara. 

For much of the last 14 years 
the desert war between Morocco 
and Algerian-backed Polisario guer- 
rillas demanding independence 
has raged away, only occasionally 
drawing world interest. 

The cost, both in money and 
lives, has been high. Hundreds 
have been killed and imprisoned 
and millions of dollars have been 
pumped into sophisticated arms 
in a region desperately short of 
new investment. 

Diplomats say Perez de Cuellar, 
who begins his trip in Morocco, 
will bring with him firm proposals 
to hold a setf-de termination re- 
ferendum in the former Spanish 
colony. 

On 'March 11, the Algerian 
evening daily Horisons quoted 
the U.N. chief as saying the time 
was right to end the dispute. 

“The international and region- 
al dimate has never been so 
favourable for a just and honour- 
able solution to the Western 
Sahara question,” Perez de Cuel- 
lar told the newspaper. 

Morocco controls four-fifths of 
the desert territory, once de- 
scribed as “a God-forsaken scor- 
ching desert tract half the size of 
France with little water and less 
people.” 

Polisario operate from a silver 
of land between Moroccan de- 
fence lines and the border with 
Algeria and Mauritania, but have 
refugee camps near Tindouf in 
southwest Algeria. 

In August 1988, after Morocco 
and Algeria restored diplomatic 
relations severed over the con- 
flict, the two belligerents 
accepted in principle a U.N. plan 
to settle the conflict with a re- 
ferendum. 

Since then little or no progress 

has been made on the mechanics 
of ho Whig the vote, with each 
side accusing the other of de- 


laying tactics. 

Both sides agree on who should 
vote — the 74,000 people, mainly 
desert nomads, listed in a 1974 
Spanish census — and on the 
issue, independence or absorp- 
tion into Morocco. 

But they disagree on whether 
Moroccan administrators, troops 
and settlers should remain in the 
run-up to the vote. 

Morocco has poured money into 
the area — building luxury 
hotels, roads, airports and fish- 
canning factories, upgrading 
phosphate mines and offering set- 
tlers to “the southern provinces,” 
tax breaks and free housing. 

“There are now five times as 
many Moroccans in die Western 
Sahara as there are native Sahar- 
ans,” Mahfoud Ah Beiba. prime 
minister of the Saharan Arab 
Democratic Republic (SADR) 
declared by Polisario in 1976, told 
Reuters earlier this month. 

Ali Beiba said Polisario wanted 
the withdrawal of settlers, admi- 
nistration and troops, but would 
accept the principle of equal 
forces — allowing as many 
Moroccan troops to remain as 
there are Polisario fighters. 

A U.N. technical mission in 
November 1987 said Morocco 
had 82,000 men in the area. 
Independent estimates of Polisar- 
io strength vary widely from 
3.000 to 15,000. 

Moroccan diplomatic sources 
say a pullout of military or other 
personnel in unthinkable, but 
have indicated King Hassan 
might be willing to freeze admi- 
nistration, confine the army to 
barracks, and allow interim U.N. 
rule. 

After bolding direct talks with 
Polisario in January 1989 the king 
has refused guerrilla demands for 
a second meeting. 

Instead, Morocco has given 
major publicity to a series of 
Polisario defections — including 
one of its founders, Omar Hadra- 
mi — But the guerrillas stubborn- 
ly refuse to go away and still 
launch the occasional hit and run 
raids. 


Turkey recognises Nantibsan state 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey Wednesday recognised the new s?aie of 
Namibia, a Foreign Ministry spokesman said. “Turkey is pleased 
to -recognise the Namibian st 2 te and has decided to establish 
diplomatic relations,” spokesman Murat Sungar said. He said 
Turkey, one of the sponsors oF the I960 U.N. resolution against 
colonialism, had always supported tbe peoples of Africa in their 
struggle for independence. 


Soviets make new Afghan proposals 


HELSINKI (AP) — The Soviet Union brought new proposals to 
U.S.-Soviet talks on Afghanistan opening Wednesday, the chief 
Soviet negotiator said. The United States has been seeking to 
dislodge the Soviet-backed government in Kabul in a series of 
discussions on regional issues. “After our test meeting with ihe 
Americans, we have a package of new proposals which we have 


not yet discussed with them,” said Yuri Alekseyev. head of the 
Soviet Foreign Ministry’s Mideast Department, ou national 


Finnish radio. Alekseyev did not elaborate on the proposals, but 
the radio quoted Western diplomatic sources in Pakistan as saying 
that a breakthrough was expected in the Helsinki negotiations 
The two sides previously met last August in Stockholm. Assistant 
Secretary of State John Kelly headed the U.S. delegation. The 
venue of the talks was kept secret. 


Rajavi vows to overthrow Iranian regime 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iran's main opposition group said Wednes- 
day that the “medieval mullahs” who rule tbe country were 
deeply unpopular and it vowed to overthrow them within a year. 
“The National Liberation Army (NLA) will undoubtedly arise at 
the appropriate moment and put an end to the shameful rule of 
the medieval mullahs.” said Massoud Rajavi, leader of the 
Iraq-based Mujahideen Khalq. in a speech marking tbe start of 
the Iranian new year. The NLA, the armed forces of the 
Mujahideen, launched several raids into Iran during its eight-year 
war with Iraq that halted with a ceasefire in August 19S8. “The 
Iranian people view the (ruling) gangs of mullahs as totally 
illegitimate because of their numerous crimes, mass killings, 
warmongering! and terrorism,” said Rajavi in his speech at an 
NLA camp, telexed in English to Reuters in Baghdad. Many of 
Iran's senior leaders are clerics, including Ali Khamenei, spiritual 
successor to Ayatollah Ruftollah Khomeini who led Iran from hs 
1979 Islamic revolution until his death Last June. Rajavi, saying 
the Iranian government would fall within a year, urged the United 
Nations to expel it and called for an international oil and arms 
embargo against Iran. 


4 killed in clashes in Turkey 


ANKARA (R) — Four people were killed and nine were 
wounded in clashes between security forces and Kurdish demon- 
strators in a southeast Turkey town near the Syrian border, 
state- run radio said Wednesday. It said the town of Cizre. 10 
kilometres from Syria in a region where Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKK) guerrillas are active, was under curfew after Tuesday's 
violence. Interior Minister Abdulkadir Aksu said Tuesday night 
that demonstrators fired long-range rifles at police commandos 
trying to break up the illegal rally. “Four of our citizens have been 
killed and nine were wounded." the radio quoted Aksu as saying. 
He did not identify tbe dead. The radio said 68 people were 
detained and that Aksu was to visit Cure, which was now quiet. 
Wednesday. 


Cairo residents forced to use sedatives 


CAIRO (R) — More than half of Cairo’s 12 million residents use 
sleeping pills and other sedatives to escape the city’s deafening 
noise, the semi-official A1 Abram newspaper said Wednesday. 
Tbe incessant blare of car boms and loudspeakers at mosques has 
forced 62 per cent of the population to use pills to get to sleep, the 
paper quoted an official survey as saying. The noise has inflicted. 
high blood pressure on a further 33 per cent of the residents, it 
said. Motorists use car horns instead of traffic lights in streets 
choked with traffic and plagued by one of the world's most chaotic 
driving styles. Loudspeakers broadcast the five-timesra-day call to 
prayer, each mosque slightly out of time with the other. All that 
mingles with the sounds of Arabic and Western music from 
weddings and parties. 


Sudanese rebels deny army report 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Sudanese rebels denied Wednesday that 
the army had killed 335 rebel soldiers in a fierce battle to 
recapture the town of Rurabek. A spokesman for the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) in Addis Ababa said the army 
statement was a pure lie. Rumbek, 280 kilometres northeast of 
tire southern regional capital Juba, had been in government hands 
since 1986, he said. SPLA forces withdrew from the town at the 
end of 1985 and cl a i m s of fierce fighting there were “pure 
fantasy,” the spokesman said. The Sudanese army statement 
Tuesday said 19 army soldiers were killed in a battle for Rumbek 
Monday. It said the army killed 335 rebels and wounded 
hundreds. 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — Two Italians from Somalia are 
being held for investigation after they flew a single-engine plane 
without advance notice into Bahrain, diplomatic sources reported 
Wednesday. The sources, who could not be named under 
standing rules, said the Italians had apparently stolen the plane 
which they flew from Somalia about a week ago. Suspicions 
hovered around some business fracas with the Somali authorities, 
according to the sources. 
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man 16, Aqaba 27. Humidity readings: 
Amman 20 per cent, Aqaba 10 pci 
cent. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by die Department of 
Meteorology. 


Unstable weather condition wiO 
prevail making it partly ckwdy with 
possible thunder showers, especially in 
the east er n and southern partrof the 
country. In Aqaba, it will be partly 
ckwdy with a dance Tor scattered 
sbowen and winds wiO be southerly 
fresh and seas rough. 
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Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 
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Ibn Al Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 
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AMMAN: 

Hu s sein Medical Centre 813813/32 
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Akaeh Maternity, J. Ami).... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Matins, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmctsani 664171/4 

Shmegam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Af-Muaihcr Hospital 667227/9 

Tbe Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-AhM, Abdali 664164/6 


71m information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Aha International 
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Upperflomr price in Hk per kg 

■Apple 480/440 

Banana 450 / 400 

Banana (Mukammar) 400/350 

Beans 1000 / 800 

Cabbage .. — 80/40 

Carrot 200/150 

Caufiflower 220/120 

Oaeumbcra flarge) 200/150 

Cncumbers (small) 420 / 350 

D«« 500/400 

Eggplant 240/180 

Gaifie 700 / 600 

Grapefruit 260/220 

Lemon - 250 / 200 

Lettoce(peronc) 100/80 

Marrow (large) 160/ 100 

Marrow (snail) 250/200 

Onion (dry) 270 / 220 

Onion (green) 200/ ISO 

Orange - 320 / 280 

Orange (Shamouti) 360/320 

Pepper (hot) 1000/800 

Pepper (sweet) 600/ 500 

PWaio 220/170 

Rwkfisfa 150/100 

Sage 400 / 350 

Spw»* 160/120 

Tomatoes 220 / ISO 
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ACC chambers of industry to 
discuss cooperation, integration 

By Zfyftd A1 Shilk* speoal focus on economic coop- 

Spcaal to tbc Jordan Times eration, M accortfing to Khaldoun 

A Wes UfiM*. _« m . _ r .» 


AMMAN — Jordan is taking part 
in a meeting of tbe federations of 
chambm of industry in the four- 
member Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) which wQl open 
in. Sanaa, the North Yemeni 
capital, Thursday. 

Issues related to industrial and 
economic integration among tbe 
four-member states, Jordan, 
Iraq, North Yemen and Egypt, 
wQl be reviewed at the four-day 
meeting, which is expected to 
condnde an agreement for the 
establishment of an industrial 

hokfiog company with $10 million 


Tbe delegates will discuss the 
projected company’s statutes and 
draw up tbe final version of tbe 
agreement. The company will 
organise the financing of various 
joint industrial schemes wi thin 
the ACC group. 

‘The delegates will review the 
12 agreements signed by the ACC 
heads of state in Sanaa and the 11 
accords signed by the ACC lead- 
ers at the Amman summit, with 


spedal focus on economic coop- 
eration,” accortfing to Khaldoun 
Abu Hassan, chairman of the 
board of directors of the Amman ■ 
Chamber of Industry, who will' 
bead the Jordanian delegation to 
the meetings in Sanaa 

The four delegations, he' said, 
will set up a terhnirai committee 
which will be entrusted with 
studying joint investment pro- 
jects in industrial fields. 

Abu Hassan said that coopera- 
tion with foe United Nations 
Conference on Trade and. De- 
velopment' (UNCTAD) mid the 
question of bolding a regional 
symposium on cooperation with 
foe United Nations Industrial 
Organisation (UNIDO) will be 
among the topics on foe agenda. 

He said that a report on the 
ACC’s activities during the past 
year, and plans for 1990 and 1991 
will be reviewed at the meeting. 

According to Abu Hassan, the 
dele g ations will also disrass coor- 
dination wi thin the ACC states in 
land, air and sea transport which 
can help promote ACC integra- 
tion. 


official ends visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Vice- 
President of Sierra Leone 
Wednesday concluded a three- 
day visit to Jordan. He voiced his 
country’s condemnation of 
Israel’s human rights violations in 
the occupied Arab territories. 

Saha Gos Sharif said the Siena 
Leone deplores Israel’s continued 
occupation of Arab lands and its 
expansionist policies and the 
establishment of Jewish settle- 
ments on Arab t er ri t ory . “Siena 
Leone recognises tbe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 
and supports its leading role in 
bringing about an end to Israel’s 




occupation of Palestinian lands,” 
Shari f gilded . 

He said that his country was 
totally committed to the resolu- 
tions of the Organisation of Afri- 
can Unity (OAU), winch earlier 
condemned Jewish settlements in 
foe territories and violations of 
Palestinian rights. 

Sharif, who bad met with His* 
Royal Highness Crown P rin ce 
Hassan, the Regent, and govern- 
ment officials, had brought a 
message to His Majesty King 
Hussein from foe Sara Leone's 
president The content was not 
disclosed. 



Regent congratulates Namibia 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan,' 
the Regent,' Wednesday sent a cable to Namibian President Sam 
Nnjoma congratulating him on his country’s' independenc e . The 
Crown Prince, expressed good wishes to tire president and people 
of Namibia. Prince Hassan said in Ins cable that he hoped 
coo p eration between Jordan and Namibia would develop for the 
benefit of tire two peoples. 

Marketing symposium opens 

IRBID (Petra) — A symposium on marketing in Jordan was held 
Wednesday at tbe Yannouk University. Participants in the 
sympoaum discussed the ethics of marketing and the protection of 
consumers among other topics. Taking part in the symposium were 
the university’s Deputy President for" Administrative Affairs Dr. 
Fuad A1 Sheikh Safe fa and Chairman of the Business Administra- 
tion Department at the university. Dr. Raef Tawfiq. 

CAEJLI meeting discusses taxation 

AMMAN (Petra) — A nine-member committee formed by the 
Amman-based Council of Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) 
Wednesday opened a meeting here to discuss a CAEU-sponsored 
project on coordination among tax departments in the CAEU 
member states. CAEU Secretaty-Generai Hassan Ibrahim, who 
opened the two-day sessions, said that the project aims at helping 
Arab countries avoid dual taxation problems and bridge tbe gaps 
that separate different Arab countries tax legislations. He said that 
tbe project also aims at allowing the easy flow of Arab capital 
within the Arab region for investments in various projects. 

Aviation meeting discusses safety 

AMMAN (Petra) — Aircrash incidents, training manpower and 
maintenance works were among the issues discussed by 
participants in the first' Regional Aviation Safety Conference 
Wednesday. The participants also discussed measures to prevent 
aoridents and insure the safety at passengers and the crew. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings arc compiled from monthly bulletins and 
■tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify die Hated 
time and place with tbe concerned institutions. 

THE NATIONAL WEEK FOR 




* feMhMn— of Pa le sti nian heritage and photos of foe fatfada at 
A1 Rari hall, the Professional Associations Complex. 

* Stow rf Palestinian national songs at the Professional Associa- 
tions Complex — &00 pan. 

exhibitions 

* Exhfltfrkn of ^Mtic artists Arfi A1 Hamad and Ibrahim A1 
Nabahneh at foe Housing Bank Complex. 

* Ail exhfottfon by aera Iraqi artists at Abdnl Hameed Sboman 
Foundation (10 a.m. - fcOO pjn.) 

* Art exfaffaltiov entitled “Spanfc* contemporary eagraringi” at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Ait - «*** - » by Ahmad Nawash at the French Guttural 
Cnrire. 

* TW nf Rani Hamida women’s weaving project 

*&e Baal Bouse - Jabal Amman , Rainbow Street. 


* 5Me£ Sim entitled “The Officers** at tbe Soviet Cuttural Cadre 

£30 pau 

* Fmtere ffim entitled “Iff a Wonderful life” at the American 
Cetera — 7:60 pan- 


KARAMEH BATTLE MARKED: Armed attended by senior Armed Forces officers. Another 
Forces Chief of Staff General Fathi Aba Taleb celebration was held at the Hatiaemite Brigade to 
attended Wednesday a c e lebr a tion hdd by the mark the brigade’s 39th anniversary. Abu Taleb 
Armed Forces to nut the Mnri anniversary of the also attended the cerem o n y and tonred a nriBtary 
Battle of Karameh. The c el e b ration was held at the exhibition (Petra) 

Karameh Martyrs Monument. The celebration was 

Cropping pattern not feasible 
in Jordan Valley, says AMO 


AMMAN (J-T.) — A study pre- 
pared by the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture’s Agricultural Marketing 
Organisation (AMO) has shown 
the “futility” of applying an agri- 
cultural cropping pattern system 
in Jordan and said the system, 
which has been applied for foe 
past few years, has done great 
harm to production. 

Tbe study, prepared in coop- 
eration with the United States 
Agency for International De- 


velopment (USAID), showed 
that the application of the crop* 
pins pattern in foe Jordan Valley 
region resulted in an annual de- 
cline by JD 35 millio n in the 
overall income of Jordanian 
vegetable and cereal producers. 

“If farm ere been allowed to 
grow crops their way, their in- 
come would have been increased 
by 75 per cent,” the study said. 

The qnestion of cropping pat- 
terns was one of several issues 


A rescue operation ex erci s e mounted by avfl defence personnel under way at a new school 
opened Wednesday at Sabah (Petra photo) 

Civil Defence Department 
pens training school in Sahab 


In* If puppet ntay entitled “Fables from my Grandmother's 
Chest” at foe Royte Guttural Centre — 4d0 and £00 pjn. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil 
Defence Department (CDD) 
Wednesday opened a special 
training school which will 
graduate officers to cany out civil 
defence duties. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior Salem 
Masa’deh opened tbe school at 
foe Sahab Industrial City, south- 
east of Amman, and later in- 
spected display of equimpent 
used to civil defence operations. 

“The school will train students 
in rescue, firet aid, public safety 
precautions and driving heavy 
machinery among other duties 
needed by the CDD, “according 
to Major-General Afif A1 Ghoul, 
the CDD director, in an address 


Accounting 

conference 

concludes 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The second 
Arab International Accounting 
Conference ended Wednesday. 

Delegates to tbe conference, 
organised by the Arte) Thought 
Forum and tbe Arab Society of 
Certified Accountants (ASCA), 
discussed the question of provid- 
ing proper qualification through 
training to auditors and accoun- 
tants, who can {day a leading role 
in- economic development, 
according to Talal Abu Gha- 
zaleh, the conference chairman. 

Abu Ghazaleh said that tire 
delegates emphasised foe ques- 
tion of linking matters related to 
financing and implementing de- 
velopment schemes related to 
financite and cost accountancy. 

“Internationally accepted prin- 
ciples in accountancy were among 
the topics discussed. The dele- 
gates stressed their importance 
in promoting trade and invest- 
ments,” Abu Ghazaleh added. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent*, 
announced Thesdqr at tbe open- 
ing session Jordan wiD recognise 
certificates awarded by ASCA 
which organises training and ex- 
aminations for accountants from 
tire Arab World. 

Attending the session were de- 
legates from Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, Oman and 
North Yemen. 


at the official ceremony. 

“Training is the best means of 
ensuring the safety of citizens and 
safeguarding their property,” 
said Ghoul. 

“Before the school was estab-' 
fished, training used to be con- 
ducted in different CDD centres 
around foe country under the 
supervision of the CDD head- 
quarters in Amman,” added 
Ghoul. He said that once tbe 
school becomes operational, it 
will graduate qualified officers for 
civil defence operations, leaving 
foe CDD headquarters with the 
task of planning and preparing 
the courses and deciding op 
means of promoting CDD work 


in general. 

Ghoul thanked several Jorda- 
nian organisations for their finan- 
cial assistance. He also thanked 
the director of the Sahab In 
dnstrial City -for providing an 
appropriate piece of land for set- 
ting up a training field for the 
CDD officers adjoining the new 
school. 

After inspecting display of 
different equipment, the minister 
watched a rescue operation in 
which CDD officers evacuated 
people caught in a fire in one of 
tbe residential blocs. 

Masa’deh also watched a fire- 
fighting operation on a vehicle 
that was ablaze following a road 
accident. 


Two new CSCC branches 
to serve north and south 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil 
Service Consumer Corporation 
(CSCC) Wednesday opened two 
of its branches in the northern 
town of Deir Abi Saeed and in 
tbe southern town of Qaser, near 
Karak. CSCC Director-General 
Mohammad A1 Naser said that 
altogether 12 branches will be 
opened before the end of 1990 to 
offer services to the largest num- 
ber of government employees and 
their families. 

Referring to a recent govern- 
ment decision to raise tbe value 
of produces to be marketed at the 
CSCC markets in in tbe Kingdom 
from JD 4.5 million to JD 6.5 
million, Naser said foe decision 
will boost foe corporation’s acti- 


vities, - which benefit limited in- 
come groups. 

During* March, two other 
CSCC branches will be opened, 
one at Bam Kinaneh in tbe desert 
region and the other at Mazar in 
the south. “Hans are being made 
to open a branch at Abu Nuseir 
bousing estate in the coming 
month,” Naser added. 

Naser said that in the coming 
week CSCC brandies will be 
supplied with basic commodities 
for the month of Ramadan, but 
frozen chicken would not be sent 
to remote brandies since the cor- 
poration lacks sufficient re- 
frigerator vehicles to transport 
the commodity. 


Dughmi, Swiss envoy 
discuss cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Switzerland’s 
Ambassador to Jordan Dr. Dino 
Sciolli met Wednesday with 
Minister of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and foe Environment 
Abdul Karim A1 Dughmi to dis- 
cuss Jordanian Swiss cooperation 
in environment and ways to 
promote income-generating pro- 
jects in rural areas in Jordan. 

The ambassador told the minis- 
ter that a balance of 40 million. 
Swiss francs of an original soft 
loan offered to Jordan two years 
ago was available to foe Jordanian 


government to use in various 
projects designed to protect the 
environment. 

Only one third of a 60 ttulhon 
Swiss francs loan offered to foe 
Kingdom was used here in de- 
velopment schemes. 

The ambassador and the minis- 
ter discussed cooperation in halt- 
ing desertification and disposing 
of waste. 

The ambassador said that Jor- 
dan can benefit from Switzer- 
land^ experiments in this regard. 


EC, resources authority 
sign project agreement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) and foe 
Natural Resources Authority 
(NRA) have signed a project 
agreement, under which tbe EC 
wfll provide a grant of ECU 1 
million (JD 0.8 million) for the 
authority’s economic geology 
project. 

The grant agreement was 
signed at the Ministry of Planning 
Wednesday by EC Head of De- 
legation in Amman Christian Fal- 
fcowski, and Minister of Planning 
Awni A1 Masri. 

The project, with the help of 
European institutions, will probe 
the best means to exploit tbe 
economic potential of Jordan’s 
□on-oil mineral resources, such as 
ornamental stones and copper. 

Jordan’s exploited mineral re- 
sources are limited to phos- 
phates, potash and quarrying, 
which account for 10.5% of GDP 
and 36% of exports. Hie econo- 
mic geology project aims at pin- 
pointing other mineral deposits 
and determining their value and 
potential, both for locally used 
raw materials and for exports. 


discussed at a two-day sympo- 
sium held- earlier this month in 
Amman during which the subject 
of working out a national agri- 
cultural marketing strategy was 
discussed. 

The study has called for tbe 
amendment of foe AMO law 
issued in 1986 in order to give tbe 
or ganis ation wider authority and 
responsibilities in foe field of 
marketing foe country's agri- 
cultural produce. 



Hashera Khrels&at 

JPA 

signs 

cooperation 
accord 
with Egypt 

CAIRO (Petra) — The Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) and the 
Egyptian Press Association 
Wednesday concluded an agree- 
ment paving the way for bilateral 
cooperation. The associations 
agreed on a timetable to imple- 
ment the agreement which will be 
renewed every year. 

The agreement, which was 
signed by JPA President Hashem 
Khreisat and his Egyptian coun- 
terpart Makram Mohammad 
Maicram, came at the end of a 
10-day visit to Egypt by Khreisat, 
who held talks with association 
and government officials in 
Cairo. Talks dealt with coopera- 
tion between Jordan and Egypt in 
information and media affaire. 
Khreisat toured several press and 
information agencies and ser- 
vices. 

Under the terms of the agree- 
ment, tbe two sides will exchange 
expertise and bold discussions on 
issues related to journalists and 
the media and will organise joint 
seminars and exhibitions. They 
will exchange publications and 
pamphlets and bold consultations 
on matters related to journalism, 
tbe Arab Nation and the associa- 
tions’ activities. They also agreed 
to exchange visits in accordance 
with a fixed timetable. 

The two tides agreed that they 
will provide all possible facilities 
for visiting journalists from either 

country. 


mothers 

honoured 

AMMAN (J.T.) — On the occa- 
sion of Mother’s Day, the Plaza 
Hotel in Amman, invited Tues- 
day all SOS mothers and children 
for lunch at the hotel. A special 
programme was arranged in 
cooperation with the SOS Village 
administration that included spe- 
cial performances prepared by 
the children, who also gave pre- 
sents to their mothers that were 
especially made by them in foe 
SOS Club and SOS KG. 

Hie mother in foe SOS tillage 
is me of the main principles of 
the SOS idea. Each SOS family 
consists of seven to nine children, 
boys and girls of various ages who 
live together as brothers and sis- 
ters with their SOS mother. 

At the end of foe celebration, 
foe village director gave the 
mothers special presents in 
appreciation to their continuous 
efforts in taking care of foe chil- 
dren, and in providing them with 
all what is needed to help them 
develop into productive members 
of their country. 


* The NRA has conducted 
geological studies that indicate 
foe presence of a wide range of 
mineral deposits with a commer- 
cial value that have yet to be asses- 
sed in technical and economic 
terms. 

The agreement signed by the 
EC and tbe NRA will provide for 
further studies to bufld upon foe 
existing data in three phases: 

1. Quarry management and 
marketing of ornamental stones. 
The I0-moatfi study wiD focus on 
marble, granite and travertines, 
and will provide European ex- 
perts in marketing and quarry 

management. 

2. Copper prospects of Wadi* 
Araba. This 11-month study will 
investigate the feasibility of, and 
techniques for copper mining in 
Wadi Araba, and will provide 
experts in mining and minerals 
economy. 

3. Geochemical prospection of 
Aqaba/Araba complex. The 23- 
month study will target sulphide 
metals, rare earths and precious 
metals in the geochemical 
prospection of the Aqaba/Araba 


complex, in south east Jordan. It 
will provide experts in prospect- 
ing, economic geology, geoche- 
mistry and minerals economy. 

The European Community 
funded project wifi provide a 
technical assistance team and 
visiting experts to help transfer 
know-how and initiate the de- 
velopment of mineral deposits. It 
will also supply vehicles and field 
equipment, data processors, spe- 
cialised literature and docu- 
mentation, and specific testing 
equipment. 

In addition, NRA staff will 
benefit from specialised seminars 
and training in Jordan and 
Europe and post-graduate educa- 
tion to study appropriate miner- 
als economics and related sub- 
jects. 

It is expected that the project 
will result m an increase in Jor- 
dan's mining output, a greater 
raw material self-sufficiency, ana 
stimulation of industrial activity 
at all levels, including village- 
based artisans. 

Consultancy tenders are cur- 
rently under evaluation by the 
NRA and a contract is expected 
to be signed in the coining weeks. 



Yannouk holds 


IRBID (Petra) — Three Jorda- 
nians participated Wednesday in 
a seminar on the Soviet Jewish 
immigration into occupied 
Palestinian land. The seminar 
was held as part of the -activities 
of foe Faculty of Economics and 
Administrative Sciences’ second 
cultural week at Yannouk Uni- 
versity. 

Director of the Foreign Minis- 
try’s Department of Palestinian 
Affairs Dr. Ahmad Qatanani said 
foe Zionist ideology is based on 
three principles: Jewish immigra- 
tion to Palestine, occupying 
lands, and evicting Palestinians' 
from their lands. 

Qatanani said that the reverse 
Jewish immigration from the 
occupied territories to Western 
countries caused anxiety in Israel 
which is now encouraging the 
immigration of Jews from Africa 
and Eastern Europe. 

Political scientist Dr. Labib 




Qamhawi criticised the Arab 
World’s response to the Jewish 
immigration to Palestine. He said 
foe “Arab response was not as 
serious as it should be.” He said 
that the immigration means war 
on the Arab Nation. Qamhawi 
said that in order to confront the 
dangers of the Jewish migration, 
the Arabs should define their 
aims and priorities, support the 
Palestinian uprising, bolster 
democracy in foe Arab World 
and instill foe concept of Arab 
national security. 

Dr. Abdul Razzaq Bani Hani 
of the nnivereity’s economics de- 
partment affirmed that the exist- 
ence of the Zionist entity depends 
on tbe flow of immigrants to the 
occupied territories * and the 
Western financial support. 

Bani Hani reviewed the econo- 
mic impact of the immigration on 
Palestinians and Israelis. 


Ministers tour Mads 
listen to grievances 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ministers of 
agriculture, culture, labour, and 
tourism Wednesday toured the 
Bani Hamideh, Dhiban, Wadi AJ 
Waleh Almnjib and Alhidan 
areas south of Amman in the 
Madaba district to study the eco- 
nomic situation. 

The ministers met with local 
residents who raised tbe prob- 
lems of services mainly related to 
agriculture, roads, livestock and 
artesian wells. Residents urged 
the government to help reduce 
the problem of unemployment by 


launching income-generating pro- 
jects like restbouses near 
archeological sites. 

Minister of Tourism Abdul 
Karim A1 Kabariti said that the 
visit was made upon directives 
from Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 
ran. Badran will make an inspec- 
tion tour of the Madaba district in 
the next few days to hear more 
about requests for services. 

Labour Minister Qaseem 
Obeidat said his department was 
taking measures to help drought 
stricken regions. 


Ministry issues book 
on environment condition 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Municipal and Rural 
Affair s and the Environment 
has issued a book on the 
envir o nment in the Kingdom pre- 
pared by a team of specialists in 
environmental affairs. 

The book, which is considered 
as a reference for all those con- 
cerned with protecting the en- 
vironment, reviews foe water 
situation in tbe country, surface 
and underground resources, in- 
vestments in water areas, water 


reserves, prospects for foe future, 
irrigation in foe Jordan Valley 
and foe high regions and deserts, 
sewerage projects, the treatment 
of waste water, drilling of arte- 
sian wells and regulations and 
laws pertaining to tbe protection 
of water resources. 

The book, of 308 pages, reviews 
the main elements which cause 
air , water and land pollution and 
gives special classifications to soil 
and the use of land in Jordan for 
agriculture, pastures and others. 



The Spring Exhibition 

of 

7 Bani Hamida 
Women’s Weaving- Project 


'Friday, March 23 to Thursday, March 29, 1990 
8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
at the Bani Hamida House 

Jabal Amman, Rainbow Street 
^ Tel: 658696/7 

A A Save the Children Project 
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THE LJ.N. brokered birth of independent Namibia brings to 
an end the era of formal colonialism in Africa and die 
be ginning of a new chapter of hope, freedom and self- 
determination across not only Africa but also the rest of the 
world. Seen in the vein, the victory of the people of Namibia 
is a victory for all mankind and deserves to be celebrated. by 
AS! nations. To underscore the universality of the NacsfliBE® 
triumph, many world leaders and statesmen have taken part 
in the independence celebrations in Windhoek, the capital of 
free and independent Namibia. Yet before the sun has set on 
Africa's last colony much blood had been spiDed. Suffice to 
recall the 23-year-old guerrilla straggle stubbornly waged 
by South West Africa People’s Organisation (SWAPO) 
a gains t Pretoria. This hard-won independence took a heavy 
toll on the lives and property of the Namibian people who 
maintained their war of independence against great and 
'formidable odds. The perseverance of the Namibian people 
and the nations of the world that stood by them is an 
example to emulate and a precedent for other peoples of the 
world that are still denied their inalienable right to 
self-determination and statehood. As is well known, the 
road to freedom and self-determination does not end with 
ibe formal declaration of independence and statehood, 
i Unfort una tely, we live in a world that is full of sitnations 
where external colonialism has at times been replaced by 
internal oppression and the frustration of the continuing 
process of development The only time countries old or new 
earn their real ' independence is when they continue to 
uphold the basic tenets of the right to self determination by 
exercising parliamentary democracy and pluralism. Nami-' 
bia, like many young countries of the world, has a long way 
before it can consolidate its newly-won freedom and 
independence. There are many hard core economic and 
domestic political problems that await peaceful and demo- 
cratic resolution. One can be sure that having invested so 
much and for so long to earn their independence and 
freedom from external colonialism, the Namibian people 
would not hesitate to invest heavily in preservation of their 
freedom. Fortunately for Namibia it can draw heavily on the 
experiences of other nations in the developing world which 
had fallen prey to domestic tyranny and oppression In the 
wake of the formal end of alien role and domination. 
Namibia can and will be a shining example of bow a young 
country that has won its freedom and independence was able 
to sustain them with equal vigour and passion. 


P&ESS E&BTORBALS 


A1 Ra’i daily on Wednesday urged the international community to 
end Israel's occupation of Arab territories and end Zionism's 
presence in the Arab land. The paper recalled that the United 
Nations which represents the international community had earlier 
declared Zionism to be a form of racism which is being opposed 
by all nations of the world. It said that the Palestinian people, 
through their continued uprising, are now involved in ending one 
form of racism represented in Zionism's presence on Arab 
territory. The paper said that the Palestinians are not only 
struggling for freedom but also trying to rid the world of racism 
and racist policies. The paper said that by ending Israeli 
occupation of Arab land in Palestine, the international commun- 
ity will be helping to achieve peace in the Middle East which is 
badly needed for the people of this region. March 21, marks the 
anniversary of the United Nations declaration of the fight against 
racism and all forms of injustice, the paper noted. It said that such 
anniversary should prompt nations of the world to rid the globe of 
the last remnants of racism. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily criticises Britain for its behaviour of 
the execution of a British- Israeli spy in Baghdad. Tareq Massr- 
weh says that the Arabs and not Britain should show anger and 
disgust, because Britain has tried to endanger Arab security by 
planting spies in our midst. The writers says Britain has launched 
aggression and exposed its hostility towards the Arab not only 
through the spy affair but also through its aid to world Zionism 
under the British mandate in Palestine and through lack of any 
British condemnation of Israel's continued barbarism and killings 
of innocent children in Palestine. The writer notes that Britain 
was proved irresponsible and irrational in its behaviour by its 
friends and allies in the European Community which have refosed 
to join in imposing sanctions on Iraq, as London had demanded in 
retaliation against the execution of the spy. He says that Iraq 
executed Bazoft not because he was a journalist but because he 
was a spy. sent by Britain and Israel to steal secrets and endanger 
Iraq's security. He says that the storm raised by Britain over the 
affair has clearly backfired and could not serve imperialists 
interests. 


Sflwt AI Shaab daily said that the Arabs can negotiate peace with 
Israel only when they are strong enough to counter its force and 
when they are united and determined to cany out collective 
action. The paper said that all Israel wants is to impose a peace of 
its own making and one that can serve its own purpose. The on 
going development of a multi-head rockets capable of carrying 
nuclear bombs in cooperation with South Africa, points only to 
one thing: that Israel wants to impose its terms on the Arabs, said 
the paper. It is regrettable, said the paper, that some Arabs are 
deceived by a number of statements by Israeli leaders and are 
under the false impression that Israel and world Zionism want to 
have peace with the Arab Nation. As a long as the Israeli axe 
amassing weapons of ail kinds and refusing to recognise the rights 
of the Palestinians, said the paper, the Arab Nation can never 
dream of haring a lasting and just peace with the Jewish state. 


Medical care as a political weapon in 



By Martin Rnbenberg 

MEDICAL care has been viewed 
through the ages as a humane and 
beneficial enterprise, but in real- 
ity, to a greater or lesser degree, 
it has been an instrument of 
political control. Hie ability to 
provide medical care and the 
power to withhold it has evolved 
into a strategic and tactical 
weapon of political and “low in- 
tensity" warfare, and nowhere in 
the world is this better illustrated 
than in the Gaza Strip in ,the 
context of the intifada. 

The Gaza Strip is an area of 
approximately 350 sq. km., bor- 
dered on the north by the Erez 
checkpoint (Israel), on the south 
by the Rafah checkpoint (Egypt), 
on the west by the Mediterranean 
and on the east by the Negev 
Desert (Israel). Residing in this 
area are approximately 700,000 
Palestinians, 2,000 Israeli settlers 
and an undetermined number of 
Israeli troops (estimated to vary 
between 7,000 and 25,000 at any 
particular time). Approximately 
50 per cent of the land area has 
been confiscated by Israel for 
settlements, “nature reserves", 
"conservation areas" and “milit- 
ary" requirements. The Palesti- 
nian population density in the. 
remaining area is thus 4,000 peo- 
ple per square kilometre, one of 
the highest in the world, and by 
comparison, 20 times greater 
than that of Israel. 

Water allocation and usage are 
controlled by the Israeli author- 
ities. Seventy five per cent of the 
total water resources go to 2,000 
Israeli settlers and only 25 per 
cent to the 700,000 Palestinian 
Gazans. Less than a quarter of 
the Palestinian population has 


running water in their homes. 

There is no sewage system in 
any of the eight refugee camps 
(Jabaiiya, Beach Camp, 
Nuseirat, Bureij, Deir Al Balah, 
Khan Yunis, Magfaazi and 
Rafah), 'home to over 250,000 
people. Raw sewage runs through 
the streets and alleys of the 
camps. In Gaza city, storm drain- 
age is inadequate 'with the result 
that after heavy rain many streets 
are impassable for several days 
due to sewage backup and tire 
creation of fetid pools. Solid 
waste collection and disposal, a. 
municipal function, is inadequate 
due to funding controls by the 
occupation authority, erratic at 
best and further complicated by 
curfews. 

Deadly combination 

The combination of high 
population density, limited water 
availability, open sewers and in- 
adequate garbage disposal render 
the population highly subject to 
viral, bacterial and parasitic con- 
tagion, with resultant high levels 
of respiratory and intestinal dis- 
eases and generalised debilitv. 

Although no exact fieureses 
are 

tabulated for the Gaza Strip 
population, the best estimates re- 
veal that between 30 to 50 infant 
deaths occur during the first year 
of life per 1.000 live births. This 
rate is obscenely high when com- 
pared to an infant mortality rate 
of 10.7 in Israel (by official 1987 
statistics). 

The figures that l have been 
able to obtain indicate that 
approximately 80 per cent of the 
population had some form of 
medical insurance prior to die 


onset of the intifada. During the 
past two years the cost of medical 
insurance has doubled and this, 
combined with the increasing 
economic deprivation of the com- 
munity, has markedly decreased 
the ability of Gazans to afford it. 
Now less than 40 per cent have 
any medical coverage. 

The birth rate in Gaza is one of 
the world’s highest The best esti- 
mates are in the range of 50 live 
births per 1,000 people per year. 
Two factors will probably drive 
this figure higher: 60 per cent of 
the population is under 20 and 
thus approaching marriage and 
child-bearing, and they have lived 
for two years under a constant 8 
p.m. to 4 a.m. curfew. 

Deprived of fariiities 

There are approximately 500 
physicians in the Gaza Strip the 
majority of whom are employed 
by government hospitals at a 
wage of $500 per month. The 
physician to population ratio in 
Gaza is one to 1,400, compared 
with a physician to population 
ratio in Israel of one to 400. 

In addition to the low number 
of physicians, there are no spe- 
cialists or special facilities for 
thoracic surgery, microsurgery, 
cardiovascular surgery, neuro- 
surgery, radiation therapy, or 
pathology. There is no CAT scan- 
ner and the few X-ray units are in 
chronic disrepair and remain so 
as technicians from Tel Aviv re- 
fuse to travel to Gaza despite the 
fact that the X-ray units are under 
contract warranty. There was no 
radiology specialist until very re- 
cently when a volunteer sent by 
the Italian government arrived, 
as did an anaesthesiologist. Shi fa 


hospital , the largest government 
hospital, has a 16-20 bed 
psychiatric ward, but there is no 
trained psychiatrist to run even 
this small facility. 

Hospitals and their fatalities 
are grossly inadequate to service 
the population. At present there 
are only 650 general hospital beds 
available in all of .Gaza, less than 
one per 1,000. Sanitary condi- 
tions in the government hospitals 
are deplorable. In the past, the 
Israeli government allocated 
Gazans approximately 90 beds in 
Israeli hospitals for the treatment 
of residents with medical or sur- 
gical conditions for which no faci- 
lities existed in Gaza. During the 
past year, this allocation has been 
reduced to 26. 

The vast number of injuries (in 
the tens of thousands) inflicted 
daring the intifada by the Israeli 
military totally overwhelmed the 
already inadequate medical facili- 
ties. injuries: such as gunshot 
wounds, gas inhalation and beat- 
ings have to be treated on an 
outpatient basis. 

Deliberate obstruction 
The Israeli government and its 
occupation forces have been 
methodical in devising ways of 
inhibiting the growth, develop- 
ment, utilisation and delivery of 
medical and health care services. 
Monies necessary for the con- 
struction and maintenance of 
medical facilities are increasingly 
rationed by the occupying author- 
ity. A new building which is to 
replace the totally inadequate 
facilities at Shift Hospital has 
now been under construction for 
eight years. The dvil administra- 
tion has stated that this building 
“will be completed within six 


months'*. During the time X was 
in Gaza I saw no construction 
work in progress. 

Bureaucratic obstruction is 
used to limit medical care. It is 
illegal to do voluntary work in the 
Gaza Strip without government 
approval: an unpaid volunteer 
must apply for “working papers". 
He will be asked to produce 
diplomas, certificates of compe- 
tence, etc. It takes approximately 
nine months to process a work 
permit which is only good for six 
months. This inhibits volunteer 
and philanthropic work. Medical 
care is also limited by the Israeli 
authorities when they prevent the 
return of Palestinian ■ physicians 
who have been trained abroad. A 
U.S. trained baematologist was 
told by the Israeli authorities that 
be could legally enter, but that 
neither bis wife, who was also 
Palestinian, nor his two-year-old 
child, could join him in the West 
Bank. As a result this very com- 
petent physician is practicing in 
Amman. 

Radio facilities, including 
physicians' bleepers, have been 
banned, making immediate noti- 
fication of accidents or illness to a 
hospital or ambulance impossi- 
ble. The only baematologist in 
Gaza, who lives in Khan Yunis, 
has no phone and no bleeper: he 
cannot be contacted at home if be 
is needed. 

The absence of adequate ser- 
vices, continuous nightly curfews, 
frequent 24-hour curfews for days 
or weeks al a time, military clo- 
sures and regulations prohibiting 
Gazans from remaining in Israel 
overnight, all combine to increase 
the pain, suffering, debilitation 
and mortality of Palestinian pa- 
tients. 


The cost in the future 

A related aspect involves the 
future cost that Palestinian socie- 
ty wili have to bear as a result of 
the intifada and Israel’s brutal 
response, which is all-encompas- 
sing and methodical to the point 
where it raises the question 
whether this response is an 
attempt to suppress tbs intifada 
or the beginning of Israel's '‘final 
solution" to the “Palestinian 
problem." 

When one considers the vast 
numbers of individuals between 
the ages of 10 and 30 suffering 
paralytic injuries, blindness, 
amputations and deformities, one l. 
realises that the cost of their * 
rehabilitation and maintenance is 
going to be a tremendous econo- 
mic and psychological burden on 
whatever society evolves from the 
present situation. Certainly, a; 
the present time. Palestinian soci- 
ety cannot provide rehabilitation 
for so large a number of injured 
people. It may well be that in the 
long run the burden may have to 
be shared by a variety of orga- 
nisations — both charitable and 
political — or perhaps something 
akin to a Palestinian Marshall 
Plan. Under current constraints 
of the occupation, it is impossible 
to plan for future needs. 

We are forced to the conclu- 
sion that the Israeli occupation 
seems bent on a form of collective 
punishment to the entire Palesti- 
nian pupulace. Thus, in the most ^ 
dramatic way. the Israeli author- 
ities are demonstrating bow 
medical care, its production, its 
delivery and its utilisation can be 
used as a political weapon to 
control and subjugate a popula- 
tion — Middle East Internation- 
al. London. 


How East German j ournalism turned around 


By Fred David 

IT IS as if the Pope had stood up 
and announced: “God? There is 
no God. There never has been. It 
has all been a bluff.” 

Hans Eggert, of the East Berlin 
Berliner Zeitung newspaper, 
finds it hard to smile at this joke. 
The malicious satire is for him 
reality. 

Last year be was suspended 
from his job because be refused 
to splash a picture of a third-rank 
official guest of party boss Erich 
Honecker across six columns and 
relegate a story about the Arme- 
nian earthquake to two columns 
further down the page. 

The battle about the front page 
layout went on from mid-day 
until early evening, just before 
the paper went to press. Then the 
verdict came from on high via one 
of those grey telephones, which 
always occupied a place on 
Eggert's desk. 

The message came from 
Joachim Herrmann of the East 
Berlin communist party (SED) 
Central Committee, the head of 
the propaganda and education 
department, responsible for good 
pnbiic relations for head of state 
Erich Honecker. 

The terse proposal, which was 
in fact an order, said: “We 
urgently recommend that you re- 
main with the six-column 
layout.” 


The whole system was 
based on the pyramid: at 
the top a few who were 
informed about what was . 
going on, then the semi- 
mformed, then those who 
were hardly informed at 
all and finally those who 
were very badly in- 
formed. Eggert does not 
say to which group be 
belonged, but it can be 
guessed. 


Months later, at the end of 
January, the stubborn editor saw 
the all-powerful Erich Honecker 
again on East German television, 
the man who just a little while 
before had been so concerned, 
via his intimate aide Herrmann, 
about the layout of the Berliner 
Zeitung. 

This Erich Honecker was now 
just a pitiful, doddering old man 
with the same lifeless eyes, who 
was hustled into a state police car 
by an official in a black raincoat. 

There is no “God." There nev- 
er has been. To his own astonish- 
ment this realisation hit Eggert 
like a blow with a club. 

Last November, Eggert was 
reinstated as editor of the Berlin- 
er Zeitung. elected by 93 of the 
216 members of the paper's staff, 
including secretaries and messen- 
gers. 

The old editor, for 20 years 
slavishly obedient to the Central 
Committee, has been demoted to 
dealing with readers' letters. 

The whole system was based on 
the pyramid: at the top a few who 
were informed about what was 


going on, then the semi-in- 
formed, then those who were 
hardly informed at all and finally 
those who were very badly in- 
formed. Eggert does not say to 
which group he belonged, but it 
can be guessed. 

His ex-boss's office was sealed 
up every evening, including the 
filing cabinets, irrespective 
whether important documents 
were being safeguarded or not. 
What was decisive was the im- 
pression that they contained sec- 
ret information. Power was in the 
hands of people who had in- 
formation, or professed they had 
it. 

A Berliner Zeitung foreign 
correspondent reported that until 
last October all his coverage from 
non-communist countries was 
kept in a kind of poison cabinet. 

People who toed the party line 
could only peruse foreign news- 
papers with the personal approval 
of the head of department Apart 
from senior personnel, it was rare 
for there to be any changes in the 
editorial staff. 

Sometimes the editor-in-cheif . 
let slip a comment of the sort that 
could be made in the old days. 
After the initial exposure euphor- 
ia journalism in the GDR has 
“adopted a proper arrange- 
ment” 

People still support the “work- 
ing group disclosures," but “our 
young Trots kyites have also be- 
come quieter. Our readers cannot 
handle more than four critical 
articles per day.” 

Eggert has not the slightest 
idea what will happen to his 
paper after the East German 
elections on 18 March. He does 
not know if be will remain editor- 
in-chief, what the company's 
name will be and who will own it. 

Eggert's newspaper was the 
property of the SED — perhaps it 
is not so any longer? The position 
changes a hunched times a day. 
Does the Berliner Zeitung have 
debts amounting to 20 million 
marks? Eggert says that is un- 
realistic, but he does not have a 
dear overview of the profit and 
loss account. 

Until recently Zentrag was die 
owners of the paper, a complex 
SED organisation, set up as a 
holding company, which control- 
led most of East Germany's press 
and printing facilities, as wed as 
distribution operations and 
advertising. 

Berliner Zeitung, which is pri- 
marily a paper serving the capital, 
recently opened up its columns to 
advertising from the West. A 
full-page ad costs DM 17.000. 

Until recently foreign currency 
earnings have been swallowed up 
by Zentrag: Berliner Zeitung was 
paid the equivalent in East 
Marks, next to nothing in fact. 

Now everyone is talking about 
market mechanisms, but no-one 
knows precisely bow they work. 
Eggert said: “The truth is we 
don't have any contingency plans 
in the cupboard. We muddle 
through from day to day.” 

He believes that Berlin needs a 
major left-wing newspaper. He 
gave himself encouragement, 
saying: “We most tackle things 
with greater self-confidence.” 


As a precaution he has taken 
down the portrait of Lenin that 
used to hahg in his office. The 
framed picture of the revolution- 
ary is on a pile of newspapers in a 
corner of the boss's office, readily 
available if needed. 

Gerd Hfilzel, bead of the Ber- 
liner Verlag, situated in a multi- 
storey building in the city centre, 
is waiting to have his office rede-, 
corated. Ernst Thaimann, the 
Communist Party chief , of the 
1930s, looked over his shoulder 
from the wall. . 

Hotzei was given the job of 
operating the former SED dis- 
information apparatus a year ago; 
it is estimated it had a budget of 
150 million East Marks annually. 

Despite all changes Hdizel’s 
empire is still considerable. It 
includes the Berliner Zeitung 
with a circulation of 445,000, and 
ten other newspapers with cir- 
culations which excite the envy of 
Western partners. 

The Neue Berliner niustxierte 
has a "circulation of 800.000. The 
moderate, popular paper BZ am 
Abend has a circulation of 
204,000, and the conservative 
family magazine Wochenpost 
prints 1.2 million copies per 


week. 

The satirical publication 
Eulenspiegel has a circulation of 
500,000, a radio and TV prog- 
ramme magazine 1.5 million 
copies, the arts publication Maga- 
ziii 565,000 copies, the women's 
magazine Fuer Dich 935,000 
copies, and the leisure publica- 
tion Freie Welt 360,000 copies. 

The smallest publication, but 
with a tradition stretching way 
into die past, is the political 
magazine Weitbuhne with a cir- 
culation of 31,000 copies. Just for 
appearance it seems to be pub- 
lished by the Verlag Carl von 
Ossietzky & Co. publishing 
bouse. 

Undaunted, technocrat Gerd 
Ht5Izef said: “T shall not cut my- 
self off from the SED." But this 
statement does not mean much in 
view of the situation in the GDR 
at present. Just a few days after 
be had said this the party changed 
its abbreviation to PDS — Party 
of Democr a tic Socialism. 

But whether the party is called 
SED or PDS the days of the East 
German media giant Berliner 
Verlag are numbered. It should 
be broken up. But how? 

Suddenly Holzel was in a hurry 


and disappeared. His deputy. 
Lothar Popp, equally a long- 
serving party man, believes that a 
joint venture with the Hamburg- 
based Gnmer Jahr publishing 
organisation has a strong possibil- 
ity of coming about, but only in 
the first instance in the harmless 
radio and TV programme maga- 
zines. 

Popp said: “We will not surren- 
der more than 49 per cent," but 
this sounded more the expression 
of a hope than a demand. 

According to Popp West Ger- 
man publishing houses are batter- 
ing down the comrade deputy- 
directors' office doors. He pulled 
a wry face and said they were 
coming with audacious offers 
such as “25 percent for you when 
the contract is concluded." 

Others want to push their own 
political fines, such as Axel Sprin- 
ger Verlag, which has plenty of 
clout, and already has great plans 
for newspapers in Greater Berlin. 

But Hfilzel said that Springer 
was out of the running as far as 
Berliner Verlag was concerned. 

Berliner Verlag is also giving 
consideration to Greater Berlin. 
Using the terminology of West- 
ern publishing house managers 


people are saying in the Berliner 
Zeitung that they cannot be easily ^ 
pushed oat of the market. One 
staff rnemebr said: “We are deep- 
ly rooted among the people of the 
eastern part of the city." 

A trial run in West Berlin 
produced encouraging results. 
Hans Eggert said: “The interest 
was enormous. We could increase 
our circulation immensely over- 
night if only we could get hold of 
enough newsprint." 

It is true that at newspaper 
kiosks in East Berlin dailies are 
quickly bought up. The interest is 
reflected in the readers’ letters. 
The Berliner Zeitnng received 
11,407 in the period between 
October and December last year. * 

Juergen Nowak, editor-in-chief 
of _ Eulenspiegel, complains of 
facilities working to full capacity. 

He said: “We could increase our 
sale price of 40 pfenigs threefold 
over night if we were allowed to 
do so. Readers would still take 
the magazine. We have a waiting 
fist of subscribers." 

Perhaps the publication will get* 
a new name for the subscribers' 
waiting fist — Erich Honecker — 
Deutsches Allgemeines Soon- 
tagsblac, Hamburg. 
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FEZ, Morocco — Arab women 
authors might be called the 
Scheher a za de * of die modern 
world but they find it tougher 
than the “Arabian Nights” cfaar- 
acter to tett their stories in a 
society still dominated by men. 

• “Anyway, Scheherazade’s tales 
were probably written by men,” 
said Khadija Tnana, who orga- 
nised the fim conference of Arab 
women authors in Fez earlier this 
month. 

Wassyla Tamzafi of Algeria, a 
United Nations edacaticmal. Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) specialist on sex dis- 
crimination issues, said Arab 
women had to battle all die way 
in a society where “inequality is 
legalised by Islamic laws.” 

“Not only are they up . against 
traditions of oppression and ine- 
quality, but they are also faced by 
the excesses of (Islamic) fun- 
damentalist movements mid in- 
tolerance,” she told the opening 
session. 

In an interview with Renters, 
Tamzali said male prejudice 
against women was rampant even 
in the West. The only areas of 
equality were the media and 
advertising “because women are 
great communicators.” 

She said women authors had an 
important role to play in combat- 
ing prejudice and censorship but 
faced an uphill struggle. 

Only three Arab states, she 
said, had ratified a U.N. conven- 
tion signed in 1980 to end discri- 
mination against women, “the 
others say the convention is not 
universal and they have-foeir own 
definitions of equality.” 

Tunisia ratified die convention. 
Aha Saida, UNESCO women’s 
programme coordinator and the 
only Tunisian present, said for- 
mer President Habib' Bourgmba 
was practically the only Arab 
statesman to champion the secu- 
lar state and women’s emancipa- 
tion. 

“Whatever people say about 
him now', Bourgmba will always 
be remembered by women for 
this,” she said. \ 

The Fez co nferen ce brought 
together 30 women from 10 Arab 
states — novelists, short-story 
writers and poets,. “We are all 
feminists but it must be stressed 
we are not against men,” said 
Tnana. 

A banner outside the confer- 
ence ball read: “Beside each 
woman there is a man.” And to 
prove they were not an exclusive 
group, tins organisers invited' a 
dozen men, mostly critics or pro- 
fessors of literature. 

The men asked the most ques- 
tions in the first debate on the 
agenda — about Aisba 
Taymouriya, a pioneer Arab 
woman novelist who wrote in 
Cairo a century ago. 

Syrian Ulfat Idlaby, doyenne 
of the writers present, has had 
books translated inot 14 lan- 
guages including Russian and 
Chinese. She ran a famous liter- 
ary salon frequented by male and 
female authors in Damascus in 
the 1960s. 

She told Reuters some of her 
stories had a political flavour, 
relating the tribulations of the 
poor during the revolution 
against France in Syria. “All 
women have something impor- 
tant to say about politics.” 
Sotnnaya Naamane, the author 
of a Moroccan best-seller about 
female sexuality, said the biggest 
problem facing writers of both 
sexes in the Arab World was 
illiteracy. 

“No Arab w r i t e r can possibly 
five by his or tier pen. Not even 
Naguib Mahfouz, who had to 
keep his job as a civil servant 
although he was a best-seller be- 
fore he won the Nobel prize.” 
Mahfouz, an Egyptian, was the 
first Arab writer to win the Nobel 
literature Prize, in 1988. 

Alia Saida said: “Illiteracy 
rates are vety high in the Arab 
World and mu ch higher among 
TOmtaa traditions are mainly oral, 
teffing tales like Scheherazade.” 
Scheherazade is the character 
m the anrieat “Arabian Nights” 
collection of stories who saved 
her life by enthralling a king with 
k* storyteBiog. 

Pemde Sfitmacy is as high as 94 
per cent m rural areas of Moroc- 
co, accord in g to the focal daily 
newspaper A Bayane. 

Short-story writer Leila 
Ahouaod, who ran a popular 
Moroccan radio programme for 
years, rad radio was still the best 
medium for women. “You can 1 
to them if they cannot read.” 
Naamane said the most an 
Arab author could hope to sell in 
tho region was about 30,000 
copies. In Morocco it was be- 
tween 1,000 and 2,000, but her 
FteacUaqguage book oo sexual- 
ity had sold a record 18,000 
copies in the country. 


UNRWA — shifting 
roles and meeting 

the real needs 


UNRWA 


IN the occupied Gaza Strip, as 
elsewhere, the United Nations 
Re&ef and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) long ago shifted the 
em p has i s of its relief pr o giam mcs 
for Palestine refugees away from 
basic daily needs — food, shelter, 
clothing — in favour of long- 
range hummi-devekjpifiert activi- 
ties such as education, training, 
social programmes for women 
and young people and self-sup- 
port schemes designed to enable 
refugees to move from the wel- 
fare roles into useful and produc- 
tive vocations and trades. 

The Palestinian intifada which 
started in the Gaza Strip in late 
1987, and the tightening grip im- 
posed by the Israeli occupation 
forces in response to it, have 
changed all that somewhat. 

To be sure, UNRWA’s schools 
— 146 of than in Gaza for 91,000 
pupils — have tried to keep oper- 
ating throughout the turmoil of 
the intifada, and UNRWA’s 
Gaza Training Centre, dosed for 
over a. year at the beginning of 
the uprising, recently re-opened 
and has even been expanded to 
offer two new courses in phy- 
siotherapy and business and 
office practices. 

And UNRWA’s health centres 
in the Gaza Strip — which in 
“normal” times receive well over 
a millio n patient visits a year for 
basic pr e v e nti ve and motherland- 
child health care — have had to 
cope with thousands of casualties 
from military action against the 
intifada. Injuries from army gun- 
fire, beatings, rubber bullets, 
plastic-coated metal rounds and 
tear gas totalled more than 34,000 


in the Gaza Strip from the begin- 
ning of the uprising in December 
1987 through the mid of Decem- 
ber 1989. UNRWA health cen- 
tres are staying open round-the- 
clock to deal with the casualties, 
and UNICEF has helped UN- 
RWA to set up physiotherapy 
dinics to rehabilitate the 
wounded. 

The intifada has also given 
renewed importance to UN- 
RWA’s welfare programme, part 
of the Agency’s range of relief 
and social services to refugees. 
Economic hardship — refugees 
cut off from their jobs by strikes, 
travel restrictions and frequent 
and often lengthy curfews on 
camps, towns and villages — has 
revived the general demand for 
food and other welfare 
from UNRWA. 

This has put great pressure on 
the UNRWA workers on the 
“font fines” in the refugee com- 
munity: the social workers who 
must bear, review and help de- 
cide on pleas for assistance from a 
refugee population — their own 
friends and neighbours — who 
are under ever greater distress. It 
is a difficult job which dadjjc ^ted 
UNRWA social workers like 
Ahmad Hasan Shara’, pictured 
here going about his work on an 
“average” day recently, under- 
take willingly as part of their 
responsibility to their fellow re- 



A UNRWA flour distribution ea 
fagee find; (UNRWA photos) 


and (below) a-UNRWA worker collects 


from a re- 


A graduate in sociology from 
Egypt’s Helwan University, Ah- 
mad Shara’ lives in Gaza’s Beach 
Camp and has been employed by 
UNRWA since September 1985. 
He is married and comes from a 
large family of eight brothers and 
five sisters. 



Cairo surgeon 
faces tough battle 


By John Fullerton 

Reuter 


CAIRO — Dr. Mahmoud Sberif 
has given up the surgeon’s scalpel 
for the formidable challenge of 
impro ving the health of Cairo's 
teeming millions. 

. “J.mi$s .operating, but frying to 
improve the health of greater 
Cairo's 12 million residents seems 
a natural progre s sion from treat- 
ing an individual patient,” said 
the cancer specialist who became 
governor of Cairo nearly a year 
ago. 

It is not a task for the faint- 
hearted. 

While the dty undoubtedly has 
its own very special charm, daily 
life for die poorer Cairene is 
often bedevilled by overcrowd- 
ing, congested traffic, a yellow 
smog composed of dust and car 
exhaust as well as unremitting 
noise. 

There have been major im- 
provements over the past decade 
— the streets are cleaner, and 
traffic moves, albeit slowly, 
through a network of new arterial 
highways and the telephones do 
work. Waste water flooding is 
also less widespread. 

But residents say air and noise 
pollution is getting worse. 

Sberif recognises that much re- 
mains to be done, and he took 
on the job in April last year with 
an urbane optimism and a clear' 
sense of priorities. 

He heads a staff of some 
23,000, divided into five dty re-' 


gions and 17 districts with an 
annual budget of some 800 mil- 
lion Egyptian pounds (S300 mil- 
lion). 

“In my personal view it is not 
as much a matter of money as 
re sou rce allocation and personnel 
management,” he said. 

His first priority is to put solid 
roofs' over the heads of the poor, 
along with power and minting 
water. 

Some 6,000 low-income fami- 
lies — roughly 30.000 people — 
join the queue for new homes in 
Cairo each year. 

Sherif s strategy is to build new 
bousing complexes in which the 
homes are made available at 
actual cost, with repayments over 
30 years at an interest of five per 
cent. 

That means a low-income fami- 
ly will pay some 40 to.60 Egyptian 
pounds ($15 to 22) a month to 
own a small flat. 

Some of the new housing takes 
the form of satellite towns, de- 
liberately designed to reduce in- 
ner dty congestion by drawing 
people out of the city’s Dicken- 
sian tenement areas. 

By 1992, Sherif hopes to have 
completed 120,000 low-income 
flats in four major housing estates 
in greater Cairo and proriding 
homes for more than 620,000 
people. 

IBs second priority has been to 
get raw sewage off the streets by 
nearly doubling the capacity of 
the existing dty sewage network 
to handle 3.8 million cubic metres 



from a Cairo street 


of effluent, up from the current 
2.1 million. 

“Already I think we can say it 
(sewage spilling into public areas) 
is the exception rather than the 
rule,” he said. 

Sherifs third preoccupation 
has been the preservation of dty 
districts containing Cairo's exten- 
sive examples of medieval Islamic 
architecture. 

Since taking office, the gov- 
ernor has moved more than 1,000 
families squatting in the ancient 
alleys of die historic Gamaliyya 
district into new homes. 

Scientists were examining ways 
to reduce the level of the water 
table, because surface water was 
slowly seeping into the founda- 
tions and wails of Cairo’s ancient 
heritage. 


Sherif, committed to a green- 
ing of Cairo, has started to platit a 
million trees along dty streets. 

He identified three areas in 
Cairo, each between 10 and 30 
hectares, for gardens and park- 
land. 

A major victory in the war 
against atmospheric pollution was 
won when the governor’s office 
finally convinced three cement 
factories on the edge of the dty to 
cap their 25 oven chimneys with 
industrial filters by next year. 

Sherif also plans the compul- 
sory use of filters on all vehides, 
along with dty checkpoints to 
monitor progress. 

Dost carried by wind from the 
nearby Moqattam bills was 
another source of irritation to 


Cairene throats and chests. 

One possible solution was to 
pipe water up the hills to irrigate 
shrubs and grass, but some scien- 
tists believed moisture would 
make the limestone hills crumble. 

Sherif was waiting for a final 
opinion and in the meantime his 
staff was studying the use of 
climbing plants to hold the soil in 
place. 

Finally, there was the 24-bour 
din from a dty that never sleeps 
and where imaginative use of the 
car bom has become a way of life. 

Schools have already been pro- 
hibited from using loudspeakers, 
while stiff penalties await noisy 
drivers. 

“If you’re going to change ing- 
rained habits, you have to be 
firm," said Sberif with a smile. 


Randattabib’s 
Corner. 


Keeping a secret 

AS a chfld I loved secrets; kept secrets as wdB as unveiled secrets. 
And my schoolmates and I used to share secrets which were 
supposed to be kept secret. As we, as secret-keepers, were not 
supposed to repeat quite secretive secrets. Somehow, neve rtheless, 
the whole dass and even the school would be aware of all secrets by 
foe end of the day... 

Hie Parfiamcnt session Tuesday brought back to me school days 
and reminded me of the pledge of keeping a secret secret. It fe a 
simple formula. When nearly a hundred secret-keepers — deputies 
and cabinet ministers — meet in a closed session, how can one keep 
it secret. No sooner that the session adjourned than information 
started leaking, though ill secret. If you don’t repeat it I will let you 
know about it; if yon don’t quote me by name 1 wiH tefl you about 
what went on in foe supposedly dosed session. 

On Wednesday, foe newspapers ran big headlines offering 
enough details about the dosed session just to meet the curiosity of 
those who elected foe deputies and who are supposed to stud on 
the fringes of events. Soon more and more details would emerge. In 
fact, we would even get detafls that go beyond' the actual events of 
the session and the secrets are bound to turn into rumours with 
perhaps more interesting description. And dou’t you think we have 
enough of foe latter. 

In short, one can detect that most successful way for keeping a 
s ecret sunt is through imI ™c it pubfic. By putting the facts 
straight no one would be eager to discover secrets. So please 
deputies of the people don't w a ver awa y from the truth and Id it be 
known to alL As Abraham Lincoln once said: “Let foe people 
know the truth and foe country i 


Jardaneh confident 


(Continued from page 1) 

“Jordan needs a special treat- 
ment,” he aid. 

Jardaneh conceded that Jor- 
dan, for purposes of meeting IMF 
stipulations and criteria, main- 
tained a dual system of “a state 
budget.” which excludes the 
ar mam ent fund of the Kingdom, 
and an “IMF budget,.” which 
includes defence allocations. “It's 
a normal practice.” be said. “The 
IMF doesn't mind.” 

However, he said, there are 
differences with the IMF over the 
projected deficit in the 1990 
budget. “IMF terms are tough 
and difficult,” be said, “and they 
make my life very difficult.” 

The finance minister disclosed 
that the principal of the total 
foreign debts of the Kingodm was 
revised and set at $8.06 billion, 
down from $8.3 billion as 
announced earlier. The reduc- 
tion, he said, was due to the 
elimination of interest and read- 
justment. 

Jordan’s gold reserve — 
750,000 ounces — has a market 
value of $300 ntiliion, and the last 
sale of 250.000 ounces — when 
the government of Zaid Rifai was 
in power — fetched the Kingdom 
$80 million, according to the 
minister. 

Jardaneh confirmed that it was 
“government policy” to sell its 
shares in newspaper establish- 
ments and hotels, but “we are in 
no hurry.” 

However, he said, any such 
sale take into consideration the 
Amman' Financial Market situa- 
tion and “equal chances will be 
given to everyone” to acquire the 
shares. “We will do it stage-by- 
stage, avoiding any adverse im- 
pact on the market,” he added. 

Foreign Investors would be 
welcome to step in, he said, but 
“in a selective manner.” 

Ninety per cent of any capital 
gain made in such deals would be 
directly channelled to the budget, 
and the principal and remainder 
of the capital gain would be 
placed at the disposal of the Jor- 
dan Finance Corporation to be 
used for investments in new pro- 
jects, he said. He estimated gov- 
ernment holdings in commercial 
undertakings at between JD 160 
million and JD 180 million. 

Jardaneh confirmed that Gulf 


Arab states had undertaken to 
place a total of $300 million at the 
disposal of the Central Bank of 
Jordan for use whenever deemed 
necessary under a retiprocatory 
arrangement involving dinars. 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait have 
already ’‘contributed their 
shares” of the amount, and un- 
named others have not done so, 
he said. 

The finance minis ter noted that 
Jordan had managed to bring 
down its trade deficit to $1,050 
billion in 1989, down from $1.7 
billion in 1988. Imports 
amounted to $2,100 milli on while 
exports and re-exports totalled 
$1,090 billion. “It is a significant 
achievement,” he said. “We hope 
to further reduce the deficit by 
$100 million in 1990,” he said. 

Asked bow he assessed the 
external impact on Jordan of foe 
ongoing probe into cases of cor- 
ruption, foe minister said he ex- 
pected it to have a positive effect 
on Arab aid to the Kingdom, but 
conceded that the picture was not 
so clear as far as foreign invest- 
ments were concerned. 

Jardaneh, who assumed office 
in April 1989 in the government 
of Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
retained the portfolio in the 
cabinet of Mudar Badran in De- 
cember, squashed rumours that 
he was resigning. “The very fact 
that I am meeting yon today is an 
indication that I have no plans to 
resign any time soon,” he told the 
gathering. 


(Continued from page 1) 

If Peres fails to forge a majority 
from foe multitude of small fac- 
tions in parliament. The 74-year- 
old Shamir could get a riianwi to 
form a government and stay in 
power. 

“We will be trying to keep him 
(Peres) from forming a narrow 
government,” said Shamir’s 
spokesman Avi Pazner. 

Groups on foe left will fall in 
fine behind foe Labour Party’s 39 
Knesset members rather than the 
hardline Likud party, leaving the 
power to make or break a new 
government in the hands of reli- 
gions parties holding 18 seats. 

As Peres began negotiating 
with potential partners, support 
in foe Knesset was split 60-60 
between the two major parties. 
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Economy 



‘Major in a minor key’ 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer John 
Major has wooed voters with a 
neutral budget but economists 
complained that it was unlikely to 
defeat inflation. 

Some newspaper editorials said 
Tuesday’s budget failed to tackle 
serious economic woes which 
have helped push the government 
of Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher way behind die opposi- 
tion Labom Party in opinion 
polls. 

But other editorials and several 
business leaders applauded the 

^otious approach from Major, 
son of a circus variety star, calling 
his debut budget imaginative and 

ingenious. 

In Britain’s first televised 
budget speech. Major underfined 
bis commitment to high interest 
rates to dampen inflation to 
alleviate the current economic 
gloom. He warned: “The position 
will worsen noticeably before it 
improves." 

The budget gave incentives to 
saving, promoted safety at soccer 
grounds through tax cots and 
offered relief to workplace 
creches and charities. It also in- 
creased duties on cigarettes, alco- 
hol and tobacco. 

Labour pa rliame n tarian John 
Home Robertson summed up his 
party’s attitude, saying: “Misery 
today and peanuts tomorrow." 

Opposition leader Nefl Kin- 
nock called it “a bits and pieces 
budget" and a stop-gap measure. 

British economists were also 
disappointed. 

Paul Cfaertkow, chief currency 
strategist at Citicorp said: “This 
budget was a missed opportunity. 
It is by no means dear with this 
neutral fiscal stance that 15 per 


cent base rates are going to get 
inflation down as forecast” 

The Financial Hines in an 
editorial titled “Major in a minor 
key” said there was nothing 
tough about the budget “This 
does not look like the budget of a 
government that seriously intends 
to lower undcrlyip 6 inflation be- 
fore the next election.” 

David Morrison, economist at 
finance house S.G. Marburg 
Securities, predicted the budget 
would not reassure investors. 

“For 1990, Britain' will be the 
G-7 country with the lowest 
growth and the highest inflation. 
What a bad combination." 

Natwest Capital Markets felt 
the budget was uninspired and 
disappointing and said in a com- 
mentary the conservatives, lag- 
ging up to 20 points behind 
Labour, would struggle to regain 
a comfortable lead by the next 
election in two years time. 

The government, . which has 
seen violent protests over a new 
poll tax to replace local property 
rates, feces an embarrassing by- 
election setback in the central 
England constituency of Mid 
Staffordshire later this week. 

“A landslike victory for 
Labour is still likely on Thurs- 
day," Natwest said in its com- 
mentary. 

Uproar broke out towards the 
end of Major’s address as he 
announced a concession designed 
to ease the impact of a new poll 
tax coming into force in England 
and Wales on April 1. 

Opposition politicians angrily 
demanded that h be made re- 
troactive in Scotland, where the 
tax, a levy on all adults instead of 
property taxes, has been in force 
for the past year. 


But Conservatives-praised Mar 
jor for making so many positive 
changes when most had expected 
political and economic con- 
straints to tie his hands. “It was a 
great morale booster for the par- 
ty,” said former minister Sir 
Rhodes Boyson. 

“Major has' done well for Ins 
party, ami for all of us, by adorn- 
ing Us plain cake with so many 
cherries," said the Daily Tele- 
graph. The Sun, Britain’s largest- 
drculation daily, praised Major 
but said it thought he could do 
even better. 

Britain’s financial markets 
reacted gloomily to the new 
budget that offered no instant 
solution for high, inflation or 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er’s popularity problems. 

Minutes after foreign exchange 
dealing opened in London, the 
pound sterling fell to S1.59 from 
its dosing price on Tuesday of 
$1.61. 

The FTSE index of 100 leading 
' shares on the London market 
quickly dropped by 29.5 points 
although it recovered half its ear- 
ly losses by midday. 

Financial analysts said the mea- 
sures may not have been tough 
enough to bring inflation under 
control. 

“The micro-economic reforms 
on the savings side may have 
long-term benefits but the budget 
was a bit lacking in macro* 
economic measures,” one analyst 
said. 

Asked about the slide in the 
markets, a Thatcher aide said: 
“They'll come right.” 

In his first budget speech to 
parliament, Major pledged to 
wage a tough battle against 7.7 
per cent ammal inflation » 


Indian budget slows growth 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
Prime Minister Vishwanath Pra- 
tap Singh's first budget will slow 
-economic growth bat is expected 
to hah growing inflation, a senior 
finance ministry official has said. 

The budget for the year begin- 
ning April 1 reduced capital ex- 
penditure, imposed heavy taxes 
and introduced social schemes 
such as debt relief for farmers. 

“The overall impact from the 
inflationary point of view would 
be positive. There is a link be- 
tween inflation and deficit,” said 
Finance Secretary Bimal Jalan, 
ihe ministry’s top civil servant. 

“A very strong effort has been 
made to contain the deficit. The 
budget strategy is to keep infla- 
tion rise under check,” Jalan told 
reporters, a comment with which 
business leaders disagreed. They 
said the budget would be infla- 
tionary. 

The budget showed a deficit of 
72.06 billion rupees ($4.37 bil- 
lion), a figure substantially lower 
than the 1989/90 estimate of 
117.50 billion rupees ($7.12 bil- 


Bo & 


lower deficit signifies the 


government’s resolve to cut down 
on expenditure and minimise the 
effect of die budget’s higher taxes 
on inflation, Jalan said. 

Inflation rase to 7.7 per cent in 
1989/90 from 53 per cent in the 
previous year and economists 
predict double digit inflation in 
1990/91 unless government 
spending is curbed. 

Jalan said taxes imposed to 
rase 19.52 billion rupees ($1.18 
billion) in new revenue may have 
little inflationary effect. 

Asked if the budget reduction 
in capital spending on various 
schemes would slow down eedno- 
■ uric growth, Jalan said: “Yes, it 
will.” He did not elaborate. 

A pre-budget government sur- 
vey painted a gloomy picture of 
the economy and estimated 198 9/ 
90 growth in the gross domestic 
product (GDP), the value of 
goods and services produced 
within the country, at four to 4.5 
per cent. 

The GDP grew 10.4 per cent in 
the previous year. 

The survey said India’s balance 
of payments would be under 
pressure in the next five years. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.5940/50 

U.S. dollars 

1.1790/1800 

Canadian dollar 

1.7023/30 

Deatschemarks 

1.9175/85 

Dutch guilders 

1.5195/5203 

Swiss francs 

35.32/37 

Belgian francs 

5.7475/7525 

French francs 

1256/1257 

. Italian lire 

154.23/33 

Japanese yen 

6.1635/85 

Swedish crowns 

6.0635/85 

Norwegian crowns 

6.5175/5225 

Danish crowns 

390.00/390.50 

U.S. dollars 


Singh warned that hard decisions 
would have to be taken to pre- 
vent India from sliding into a defat 
trap. 

India’s total debt is estimated 
at 690 trillion rupees ($42 billion). 

Businessmen said the heavy 
taxes would fuel inflation. 

“A significant rise in petroleum 
prices and a recent hike in rail 
freight would add to the high cost 
of. transport,” said Associated 
Chambers of Commerce Presi- 
dent -Viren Shah. 

“What has been projected by 
way at a lower deficit is an 
accountant’s trick," said S3. 
Chavan, fa*™* minister in the 
government of former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, which 
was ousted in November pods. 

Chavan said the rural debt 
waiver would benefit only big 
farmers as the scheme would be 
applied to every farm borrower. 

He asserted it would cost the 
government 140 billion rupees 
($8.48 billion) to compensate 
banks over Singh’s promise to 
forgive loans erf up to 10,000 
rupees ($600). 

Jalan said that figure was the 
total debt owed by fanners. 


U.S. trade 
gap widens 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. foreign trade deficit, blo- 
ated by a record demand for 
foreign oil, rose dramatically in 
January, dhnbing to about $9:3 
billion, file government said 
Tuesday. 

The Commerce Department 
said the January deficit was 20.5 
per cent larger than December's 
$7.7 billion imbalance. Most of 
the deterioration came from a 44 
per cent surge in oil shipments. 

The January deficit was an 
ominous beginning for file new 
decade. Many analysts believe 
the United States’ foreign trade 
woes will worsen in coming years as 
dependence on foreign ofl grows. 

For January, exports efimbed 
to an all-time high of $32.1 bil- 
lion, four per emit above foe 
December level. 

However, this gain was 
swamped by a 73 per cent surg e 
in imports, which increased to 
$41.3 billion. 

The trade deficit, the differ- 
ence between imports and ex- 
ports, was the largest since a 
$10.1 billion imbalance in 
November. 

“These numbers are pretty 
much as expected due to the 
deficit drop in December, which 
was the lowest in five years. 
Everyone seemed to realise they 
couldn't maintain that low level, 
and so it was expected that there 
would be an increase in January,’ 
said White House spokesman 
Marlin Fitzwater said. 

The U.S. trade deficit has been 
improving for file past two years, 
falling to $109 billion last year, 
down eight per cent from 1988. 

But many economists predicted 
the 1990 deficit could bc^n rising 
again because of the oil bill and 
gains in the value of the dollar. A 
stronger U.S. currency makes im- 
ports cheaper and U.S. products 
less competitive on overseas mar- 
kets. 

The huge 44 per cent surge in 
ofl imports did not come as a 
surprise, with analysts blaming 
the rise on December’s record 
arid weather, which canned ofl 
companies to import heavily in 
January to restock depleted sup- 
plies. 

The total volume of oil, 
291,278 barrels, was an all-time 
high, topping a previous record 
ret in August. 

Prices shot up to $20.13 per 
barrel, pushing the total ofl bill to 
$5.86 trillion, fine highest total 
dollar amount since August 1982, 
a month when the volume was 
less but the price per barrel was 
higher. 

The American Petroleum Insti- 
tute has reported that foreign oil 
accounted for a record 54 per 
cent of consumption in January as 
domestic production fell to its 
lowest level in a quarter century. 

Another factor swelling the de- 
ficit in January was a 31 per cent 
surge in imports of clothing, 
which totalled $3.1 trillion in 
January. 

Many economists are worried 
that the deficit win worsen even 
further in coming months. 
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Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Seeding 


Bey ScS 

671.0 675.0 

1071.0 1077.4 


Dcutacfccamrt 392.1 395.2 

Swiss feme 440.6 443.2 

.French franc 1163 117.0 

Japanese yea (for 100) 435.7 4383 
Dutch guilder 3483 3503 

Swedbh crown 1083 1093 

Italian Gra (for 100) 333 533 

Belgian franc (for 10) 1913 1923 


China faces ‘grave’ problem 


BEIJING (Agencies) — China 
faces “grave” budgetary prob- 
lems this year, foe finance- minis- 
ter said Wednesday in announc- 
ing a 1990 budget that included 
spending increases in defence, 
education and subsidies for insol- 
vent state-nm enterprises. 

Wang Bingqian, in an adfoess 
to the national legislature, said 
foe state will have a deficit in 
1990 of 8.89 billion yuan ($1.89 
bfllion), down slightly from 9.5 
trillion yuan ($2 billion) in 1989. 

If tabulated by Western 
accounting methods, in which 
domestic and foreign borrowing 
are regarded as part of the deficit, 
the imbalance would be 42 3 bil- 
lion yuan ($9 billion), an increase 
of more than 5 trillion yuan (51 
billion). 

Wang said state revenues for 
1990 have been set at 323.65 
billion yuan ($68.86 bfllion), up 
10.9 per cent, and spending at 
332.54 yuan ($70.75 billion), up 
10 3 per cent. 

“The present financial situa- 
tion remains grave, with many 
contradictions and great difficul- 
ties cropping up in national fi- 
nance,” he told the 2,700 dele- 
gates to foe annual National Peo- 
ple’s Congress. 


The nation’s current economic 
■downturn, a consequence erf 18 
months of austerity measures, has 
reduced revenues and compli- 
cated efforts to meet state dc- 
. mauds that the budget be bar 
lanced, Wang said. 

“What is more, in some locali- 
ties and work, units financial proc- 
edures became chaotic, supervi- 
sion and management became 
lax, budgetary control was 
loosened and tax evasion, illegal 
retention of profits, diversion of 
funds and similar breaches of 
financial laws and discipline be- 
came quite common,” he said. 

While most departments were 
being told to cut spending and 
practice frugality again this year, 
foe militmy ami education were 
awarded large increases. 

National defence was allocated 
28.97 bfllion yuan ($6.16 billion), 
an increase of 15.2 per cent over 
1989. But Western military 
analysts say real spending is fair 
greater if peripheral costs are 
added in. 

Defence spending was ' held 
down during the 1980s while' Chi- 
na concentrated on economic de- 
velopment. But the nrilitaiy was 
expected to get more money this 
year because of its increased poB- 


ECONOM1C NEWS BRIEFS 


SIB doubles net profit . 

DAMMAM, Saudi Arabia (R) — The Saudi Investment Bank 
(SIB) said it made a net profit of about 11 million riyals ($2.9 
million) in fiscal 1989, double that of the previous year. A bank 
statement published in foe Saudi p ress said operational income 
recorded an increase of more than 25 percent at about 76 miflkm 
riyals ($20.2 million), compared with 60.5 million riyals ($16 
mfllioo) in 1988. Allocations for bad debts were increased to 65 
million riyals ($17 3 million) in 1989 from 55 millioa riyals ($14.6 
million) foe year before. The bank's assets also rose to just over 
five billion riyals (S1.3 trillion) in 1988. from 4.7 billion riyals 
(SI .25 billion) in foe preceding year. SIB said it had net profits of 
53 million riyals ($1.45 million) 

Statoil seeks expansion abroad 

OSLO (R) — Norway’s state oil firm Statoil says it is seeking to 
expand abroad through foreign partnerships or possible takeov- 
ers. “Becoming international means to us that. .. Statoil most 
think in the direction of buying companies as one way to go,” 
Statoil managing director Harald Norvflc told a news conference. 
“1 do not say we will do it this year.” He added that the strategy 
might not even be implemented by the mid-1990s. He declined to 
name any firms Statoil Norway’s biggest company, might seek to 
cooperate with or buy. But Norvik said Statoil needed to grow 
bigger to meet international c ompetiti on and that it would look 
especially at taking over companies with good oil and gas 
reserves. “Over the coming decade some 30 per cent of Staton's 
additional (oil and gas) reserves should come from areas outside 
Norway’s borders,” Norvik said.. . . 

Foreign debt burdens Poland 

BONN (R) — Poland has said that its big foreign debt posed the 
most serious danger to foe Solidarity-led government’s radical 
economic reforms and that rescheduling presented only a tempor- 
ary solution. Marek Knlczydti, head of Poland’s delegation to 'a 
35-nation East-West Economic Conference, said the far reaching 
reforms introduced at the start of the year to sweep away 
remnants erf communist central planning were already clearly 
visible. But he said a longer term solution had to be found to cope 
with foe near $40 billion of foreign debt that Poland had built up 
with Western governments and commercial banks. “It is still the 
high indebtedness which is foe most serious danger to our 
programme of economic reforms,” said Kulczycki, a director in 
foe ministry for foreign economic relations. 

De Beers raises diamond prices 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — De Beers Consolidated Mines Ltd, 
foe world’s biggest diamond producer, has announced that it 
would raise prices for uncut stones by 53 percent next Monday to 
cash in on strong demand. The South African mining firm 
controls some four fifths of world trade in rough, or uncut, 
diamonds through its London-based Central Selling Organisation 
(CSO). “With effect from die next sight (sale) on 26th March 
1990, the Central Selling Organisation mil increase its prices for 
rough gem diamonds by an average of 5.5 per cent overall,” De 
Been said in a statement. It noted exports were running at record 
levels, particularly from manufacturing centres like Israel and 
India, for polished stones of up to one carat in weight. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY Australia’s share market finished marginally weaker 

after drifting back up from its morning lows, but volume remained 
thin. The All Ordinaries ended 2.9 down at 1596.0. 

TOKYO Tokyo share prices dosed sharply lower after a day of 

volatile trading during which foe Bank of Japan raised foe official 
discount rate a full percentage point to 5.25 per cent. The Nikkei 
sagged 456.05 to close at 30,807.19. 

HONG KONG — Share prices dosed firmer but brokers forecast 
narrow movement as traders see limited potential for upward 
movement in the . short-term The Hang Seng gained 8.64 to 
2.880.03. ‘ 

SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed slightly firmer in thin and 
cautious trade on short-covering and selective bargain-hunting. 
The Straits Times Index was 1.19 points up at 1,564.05. 

BOMBAY Share pices ended np but off highs in heavy trade 

boosted by tax breaks for industry in the 199(191 fiscal budget. 
The Bombay Stock Exchange Index rose 15.27 to 726.31. 

FRANKFURT — Shares ended mixed as a second day of heavy 
losses in Tokyo anti slightly lower bond prices further unsettled a 
cautious market. The Dax Index was 2.06 points up at 1908.83. 

% 

PARIS— Investors hesitated before a welter of conflicting signals 
and shares ended easier after a very slow session. The CAC-40 
Index ended 11.57 points down at 1,92539. 

LONDON — After dull trade, shares ended higher in moderately 
active business after foe British budget speech. The FTSE Index 
rose 21.7 to 2^59.7. 

NEW YORK— Wall Street stocks advanced after a bond market 
recovery spurred buying. The Dow Jones Industrial Average was 
up 8 points to 2,764. 


By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll FUghter Foundation 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MARCH 22, 1990 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MARCH 23. 1999 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Un- 
expected changes coming to yoa 
under the beading of financial and 
material give an indication of just 
where you are going and bow soon 
you expect to get there. Keep 
alert. 

ARIES: (Man* 21 to Aprfl 19) If 
questions arise what friendship to 
encourage today make it a new- 
comer. New circumstances with 
your attachment req ui res a new 

attitude 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can have a wonderful time 
with two unusually interesting 
friends. At last yon can have a 
good talk with attachment about 
partnership matters. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) The 
head of a venture from a distance 
can now become your good friend. 
A good woman often worthwhile 
suggestioos for your emotional 
well being. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Rtw day for having a good 
time with friends at inexpensive 
pleasures. Investigate all means by- 
which you can be happier with 
your atta c hm e n t. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Now 
is your time to invite and entertain 
long time friends in your own 
home, but you carefully deride a 
budget there and stick to it. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Go with friends today to visit 
charming a a pwiintan c ca , Accept 


the attentions now showered upon 
you by a ttachm e n t with gratitude 
that you show. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You are not quite ready to 
make that lag change in your daily 
activities. Take that jaunt you and 
your mate have long been anti- 
cipating. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Now is the time to meet 
those persons you have long 
wanted to know. Things are going 
along weB with attachment if yon 

do not stir things up. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Don’t put off until a 
more profutions moment changes 
at your residence. Spend as much 
time with attachment as you can at 
outside recreation for a fine ro- 
mance. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Take your family now 
to see relatives and dose compan- 
ions. Include your mate in whatev- 
er you do of a serial nature. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Welcome persons into your 
home you have not had there 
before. Showing more emotion far 
your mate wifl have fine results Cor 
you both. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Seek out and enjoy unconven- 
tional person s as friends now. A 
good time to be in touch wifo 
relative at advance that you have 
not sees for a whfle. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
fair day to use your own resource- 
fulness and special knowledge to 
efiminate whatever has been left 
udone and for ah the pursuits that 
are usually connected with the 
weekend. 

ABIES: (March 21 to April 19) Pay 
as many calls and visits as possible 
to whom you wish to be allied in 
the days ahead, and listen to their 
views for their opinion. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 

very good day for you to analyse 

your various sources of assets and 
other benefits and to deride va- 
rious way to obtain them. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Your own personal aims should be 
uppermost in your consciousness 
today and tonight with good ideas 
how to best secure them. 

MOON CHILDREN; (June 22 to 
Jidy 21) A multitude of personal 
tilings can be done to make your 
health and appearance brightened, 
then you can get into more mun- 
dane things. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Many 
behind the scenes tasks require 
yoor individual a tt en tio n before 
yon get in loach with friends to let 
them know when you can make 
plans to see them. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September ' 
22) Whatever your hopes and 
wishes are, ft fe accessary you look 


at them from a less casual angle, 
then you can devise the means to 
obtain them. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Many outside chores demand 
you attention so get them done as 
soon as you can for then you are 
able to make arrangements to 
your personal wishes. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A day to do whatever yon 
have agreed with one who is m a 
position to aid you to obtain some 
worldly extension of your interests. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Some entertainment 
or recreation appeals to you but 
don’t ray “yes” for another that is 
more in line with what yon want 
can later arise. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Make sure that you are 
kind . and considerate wifo an 
associate with whom you have 
some issue or you can devastate 
that persons feelings. 

AQUARIUS; (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Consider thoughtfully what 
others expect of you in die way of 
backing up their plan and go as fer 
aa you possibly can to do just that. 
PISCES: (February 20 to Match 
20) Consider how you can make 
your surroundings more attractive 
so there is more harmony, and 
peace and you can operate more 
freely In them. 


tical dont after it played a central 
role in putting down pro- 
democracy demonstrations last 
spring. 

Spending on education in a 
nation wifo a 20 per cent illiteracy 
rate was increased 9.8 per cent to 
35.1 billion yuan ($7.5 billion). 

Nearly one-third of the state 
budget, 1063 billion yuan ($22.6- 
billion), will go to subsidies for 
money-losing -enterprises and 
price rises, “a great drain on the 
state treasury," Wang said. 

The state in 1990 will need 
65.76 billion yuan (S14 billion) to 
prop up insolvent state-run 
businesses, up from 60 billion 
yuan ($12.77 billion) last year. 

Wang said floe state, which last 
year required most workers and 
factories to buy bonds to help 
finance public debt, has budgeted 
12.4 bflfion yuan ($2.6 bfllion) to 
pay back mdradiials, up a steep 
9.7 brlh'on yuan ($2 billion). 

Wang said foe g o v ernm ent will 
try to increase revenues by raising 
business tax rates and improving 
collection of individual income 
taxes. 

Meanwhile, foe World Bank 
has postponed a $150 million loan 
to China after being pressured by 
the United States and other in- 
dustrial countries on human 
rights grounds, monetary sources 
have said. 

A World Bank spokesman con- 
firmed foe delay but declined to 
give details. The sources said the 


loan will be postponed for several 
weeks. 

The U.S.-led group of indust- 
rial states pressured foe World 
Rank for the delay because of a 
fr«»v of pro gre s s iu China on 
tinman rights since foe crack- 
down on the pro-democracy 
movement last June. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady told a congres- 
sional panel last week that 
Washington would fight any 
World Bank loan to China that 
did not assist “humanitarian 
goals.” 

“We are against loans which ^ 
don’t quality (for base human 
needs),” he said. . / 

The bank stopped making r.sw 
loans to China after the Tianan- 
men Square crackdown but it (fid 
approve two other loans, one for 
$30 milli on in earthquake relief 
and another for $60 millioa for 
agriculture. 

The delayed loan was for re- 
habilitating roads and waterways. 

The bank was to have loaned 
$100 millio n and its affiliate, the 
International Development Asso- 
ciation, was to have supplied the 
balance. 

The monetary sources said foe 
United States wanted to see a 
review of the Chinese economy 
before agreeing to any large sums 
for so-called infrastructure lend- 
ing- - & 


THE Daily Crossword <* 


Fred Toole 


ACROSS 
1 TV fare 
S Abyss 
10 Osculate 

14 156 

15 Red Hirer city 

16 Division word 

17 Author Waugh 

18 Golf clubs 

19 Hyde Park 
buggy 

20 Sharpshooters 
22 Passive 

24 Troubles 

25 Quote as 
authority- 

28 St at eroo m s 

29 James Gamer 
role 

.33 Papal 
vestment 

34 — one's Urn* 
(waits) 

35 Press for 
p a ym e n t 

36 Skating spot 

37 Lilts 

38 Hutting 

39 Participial 
suffix: - 

,40. Painter Max 

41 Dance music 

42 Curry, favor 

cravanly 

44 Throbbed 

45 Gambling 
town 

46 Cany on 

47 Winter visitor 
50 Titillating 

54 Gator's kin 

55 Type of poem 

57 Church picture 

58 Sow's snort 

59 Kitchen Item 

60 Sartor's home 

61 Digits 

62 Men with 
vision 

63 Understood 



O rote TitwMlAKflaSwvtoM, bic. 

MingMalWMnad 


DOWN 

1 Con gams 

2 Earthen Jar 

3 Assert 

4 Dicken - 8 
Papers'' 


5. Sat of bells 
0 Rabbits' 

7 Shortly 

8 Lad 

9 Letters 

10 Smoked 
herring 

11 Crucifixion 
Inscription 

12 Mualal 

13 A few 

21 Measure of 
loudness 
23 Indiana 

25 Military 
student 

26 SJL native 

27 Kind of add 
26 Board game 

29 USSR city 

30 Revered 
ones 

31 Damn 

32 Maaaaga 
34 Con game 

37 Baubles 

38 Deer’s delight 


Tmanfar*! Panto Srivwfc 


nnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nm nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 


40 AC or DC 

41 Submerged 

43 Dupes 

44 Some 
horses 

46 Horseman 

47 Bluebonnet 

48 Small group 


49 Not any 

50 Volume • 

51 do 
anything—" 

52 Probosds 

53 Nibble 
56 — In the 

sky 



“Ifs a new kind of healthy booze! 
It’s made from distilled 
oat bran.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
« by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


four ordinary words. 


CYDEA 




sri 

■ 



M 

mm 

MB? 


mmm 



DRIFOL 

X] 


□ 



n 


UERIX 

■ 

ZEE 





WHAT THE STAS 
PIP WHEN THE 
HUNTERS ARKIVEP. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 

form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested) by the stove cartoon. 


An»r[XI3-“EXm’[XXX] 


Yesterday's 


JumbtOK WOVEN SHAKY 


{Answers tomorrow) 
OCELOT HOOKUP 


Answer: no place for this— 


J 


A. 


•„A .-f 

l: * 
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Americans taste 
European soccer 


BUDAPEST (AP) —The World 
Cop-bound U-S.tteam got its first 
taste of European soccer Tues- 
day, and it was Utter. 

The Americans were' over- 
whelmed^ by an inexperienced 
Hungarian squad that amid have 
woo by five or six goals- and 
showed how modi the U.S. team 
must improve before this ram- 
mer. 

/'Mistakes were made and 
when mistakes are made it usual- 
ly means a goal,” said U.S. strik- 
er Peter Vermes. "There could 
have been more.” 

Tamas Petres and Zsolt 
Limperger scored m a one-sided 
game in which the Hungarians 
used their superior quickness and 
ball-handling skills to overpower 
the visitors. 

‘Their off-the-baD running was 
what gave ns the most difficulty,” 
said U.S. coach Bob Gansler. 
"What we are here to learn is 
what we saw tonight — the speed 
of play is much different in 
Europe than we are tsed to.” 

Gansler said the game was 
another step in the development 
of his team as it approaches the 
24- nation World Cup final* in 
Italy that begin in June. 


"The is a fact-finding mission 
to find out what we have to do," 
he said. "We still have a lot of 
games to go. We trust that when 
the time comes we will get it 
done.” 

As 15,000 fans triumphantly 
waved red, white and green flags, 
the young Hungarian team kept 
the ball for long stretches in the 
American half of the field and 
took advantage of U.S. sloppi- 


The Hungarians, six of whom 
were playing their inaugural 
game or the national team, easffy 
could have won by more. One 
Hungarian shot went off die 
crossbar and anoth off the goal 
post, while several other chances 
went astray in front of be- 
leaguered U.S. goalie Tony 
Meola. 

Petres, playing in his first game 
for the national team, took a pass 
from Robert Jovan six minutes 
before halftime and scored the 
first goal from right In front of 
Meola. U.S. defender Jimmy 
Banks was beaten on the pass. 

limperger, who like Petres is 
21, scored the other goal midway 
through the second half from 15 
metres but after U.S. defender 


-John Stollmeyer mistimed a 
header and the ball rolled free to 
Limperger. 

The lackluster U.S. offense, 
which scored only six goals in 
eight World Cup qualifying 
matches last year, did not get a 
■ shot on goal until the 35th minute 
of die game and showed little 
spark throughout the contest. 

The best scoring chance for the 
Americans came with six minutes 
remaining when Venues, who 
played last year in R aba Eto, 
Hungary, slammed a free lock 
that forced a diving save by 
Hungarian goalie Istvan Brock- 
hanser. 

The game was the first of two 
the U.S. team is playing in East- 
on Europe to prepare for the 
World Cup finals. The Amer- 
icans, who qualified for the finals 
for the first time in 40 years, will 
play at East Germany March 28. 

Hungary did not qualify for the 
.World Cup finals and is under- 
going a soccer purge. Kalman 
Meszoly, who coached the 
national team in the early 1980s, 
was back in charge for his first 
game Tuesday and many of the 
young players were unknown to 
,the crowd. 


Soccer also to be blamed 
for the Heysel tragedy 


BRUSSELS (AP) — The pro- 
secutor in the Heysel riots 
appeals trial said soccer itself is 
partly responsible for hooligan- 
ism and urged for more penal 
prosecution of on-field violence, 
newspapers reported Tuesday. 

"When a phenomenon becom- 
es c riminal, the authorities must 
get worried and the public pro- 
secutor must take preventive and 
— if necessary — repressive mea- 
sures," prosecutor Oscar Van- 
demeulebroedce said of violence 
between players. 

The prosecutor is seeking 
tougher sentences against 10 of 14 
convicted Britons, who were 
given three-year jail terms, half 
of which were suspended, for 
their part in the 1985 Heysel 
stadium riots that lolled 39 soccer 
fans. 

He w as. more lenient jor. the 
four convicted fans w bpea me to 
Brussels for the appeals trial, 
which started last week. He asked 


that their sentence not be in- 
creased from what their received 
after last year's trial. 

Vandemenlebroecke claimed 
that sociological and psychologic- 
al studies have shown a “direct 


link between violence on the field 
and in the stands." 

“Dirty players should know 
th»t there will have to count on 
more than just sanctions of the 
soccer federations," he said. 


Fleurian upsets Becker 

KEY BISCAYNE, Florida (AP) — Boris Becker says it's a good 
time for him to be in a slump. 

The second-ranked -West German was eliminated by Jean 
Fleurian 7-6 (7-3). 6-1 in Tuesday's third round of the internation- 
al players diampioiiships. 

T am the kind of player who always was a couple of lows during 
die year,” Becker said. “If they are now, I am glad, because it 
means they are not going to be during Wimbledon or the French 
Open.” 

Fleurian, a Frenchman who is ranked 46th, said Becker 
appeared to be "sleepy." 

“From the beginning l felt he Wasn’t playing good,” Fleurian 
said. “I had a chance. I knew today was the day to do it, because I 
knew that tomorrow he'd be good again.” 

Another upset winner was Javier Sanchez of Spain, who beat 
no. 4 Brad Gilbert 6-3, 6-7 (14-12), 7-6 (7-4). Gilbert delayed his 
defeat by surviving five match points, four in the second set. 

■ Top-ranked Ivan Lendl advanced to the fourth round by 
beatmg Marcelo Fffippmi 6-0, 6-2, no. 5 seed Andre Agassi swept 
Jan Gxnmanson 6-1, 6-3. 

Women's seeds advancing to the quarterfinals included no. 1 
Gabriela Sabatini, no. 3 Monica Seles and no. 4 Manuela 
Maleeva. 

Sabatini, who has yet to lose a set in nine matches this month, 
beat Susan Sloane 6-2, 6-2; Seles swept no. 13 Rosalyn Fairbank 
6-3, 64, and Maleeva eKminat»H l no. 10 Raffaella Reggi 6-1, 3-6, 
6 - 2 . 

Fleurian had trailed Becker 3-1 in the first set Monday when 
{day was suspended because of rain. 

“I was supposed to take my plane flight borne Monday night, 
-and I was really mad becanse I didn't make it," the droll Fleurian 
said Tuesday. “So I made it for tonight Unfortunately F won, and 
now I have to cancel it-again." 

Fleurian said he was being realistic, not pessimistic, in booking 
a flight before the match. 

“When you play Boris, you’d better get ready to go back 
borne." 

Fleurian faced three set points when trailing 5-3 in the first set 
but rallied to win the game. He then broke Becker's serve to 
reach 5-5, won the final four points in the tiebreaker and captured . 
the second set in just 34 minutes. 

The players waited out the rain for six hours Monday before the 
match was postponed, and Becker said he had trouble regaining 
his concentration. 

“My mind wasn’t on the court,” Becker said. “I don't know 
where it was. I'll have to find iL” 

Fleurian, 24, who has beaten only two other players ranked in 
the top 20, called it the biggest victory of his career. He is the 
lowest-ranked player to beat Becker since then-no. 67 Thierry 
Tulasne, another Frenchman, in May 1988. 


Zurbriggen, Walliser 
say farewell to skiing 


ARE, SWEDEN (AP) — Pirmin 
Zurb ri gg e n ended his career in 
the limelight. Maria Walliser 
sneaked out almost unnoticed. 

While Swedish newspapers de- 
voted full pages to Zurbriggen's 
farewell race, Walliser left 
Sweden for home as any other ski 
racer after the women's World 
Cup downwbill finale was 
scratched because of bad weath- 
er. 

The two Swiss stars, who won a 
combined six World Cup overall 
titles in the 1980s. had no regrets 
about retiring. 

“It's important for me to quit 
at the top,” said Zurbriggen, 
perhaps the greatest all-rounder 
in alpine ski bistory. 

He did. 

won the season’s last two super G 
races, including one in Norway a 
week ago, then finished 11th in 
his World Cup farewell race. 

Walliser, 26, who won virtually 
everything but an Olympic gold 
medal in her 11-year career, is 
looking forward to quit the sport 
that made her a millionaire. . 

At last, she’ll have more time 
for golf, her favourite sport. 

“I really don’t feel sad because 
I know exactly what I'm doing,” 
Walliser said. 

“I thmk I was professional until 
the end of my career.” 

There was talk about Walliser 
getting into acting after the 
World Championships in 1987 
and 1989. Her attractive looks 
and sometimes agonising open- 
ness made her a media darling. 

“I think I could get into 
acting," Walliser said. “That 
would be a really different life. 

“But first of all I want to do 


some promotion for some pro- 
ducts. Maybe not too near slri 
racing. I want to quit really. You 
will see what’s going on.” 

Walliser, a two-time former 
overall champion in 1986-87 and 
winner of three world titles and 
three Olympic medals, was fourth 
overall this year. 

She was consistent in three of 
the four disciplines, placing fifth 
in the downhill and the super G 
s tanding s and sixth in the giant 
slalom. 

Zurbriggen may still have 
young legs after 10 tough years on 
the tour, but bis back still hurts 
from a bad fall at Val D’lsere in 
France, in 1986. 

“I don’t think I'll need surgery, 
but I have a lot of problems when - 
1 sleep,” be said. “My back hurts 
all the time when I'm in bed." 

Zurbriggen, who married 
Monique Julen last September, is 
looking forward to a honeymoon 
after the ski season. 

“We jnst had one week 
together after we were married,” 
he said. '‘But we’U have plenty of 
time now." 

Before the honeymoon, Zur- 
briggen is planning a farewell 
race at Grans Montana, Switzer- 
land. 

Several greats, including Franz 
Klammer, Gustavo Thoni and 
Alberto Tomba, are expected to 
attend. 

“Ingemar Stenmark hasn't re- 
plied to my invitation yet, but I 
hope he wfll be there,” said Zur- 
briggen, who’s second- all-time 
behind. 

The Swede with 40 World Cup 
wins, including 11 combined 
“paper" races. 


“Ingemar was a great cham- 
pion. His results throughout the 
years were fantastic,’’ added Zur- 
briggen. 

Stenmark, the swede who is the 
greatest slalom and GS skier - ever 
with a record 86 World Cup wins 
and three overall crowns, retired 
last year. 

Znrbriggen tied Thoni's all- 
time record before the Scandina- 
vian swing of the World Cup 
season, clinching his fourth over- 
all at Veysonnaz in his native 
Switzerland. 

He won eight World Cup spe- 
ciality titles in his career in addi- 
tion to one Olympic gold medal 
and four world championships, 
including one combined title. 

For Zurbriggen, who also won 
the overall title in 1984, 1987 and 
1988, the 1987 worlds at Crans- 
Montana were the highlight of hb 
career. Crans-Montana is not far 
away from Saas-Almagell, Zur- 
briggen’s hometown. 

“It was very satisfying to do so 
well despite all the pressure from 
the home fans,” recalled Zurbrig- 
gen, who won two golds (GS and 
super G) and two silver medals 
(downhill and the combined). 

Winning this year's overall 
championship can't be compared 
to the other ones, Zurbriggen 
said. 

“Alberto Tomba (of Italy) mis- 
sed so many races and Marc 
Girardelli has been out since De- 
cember," Zurbriggen said. 

Girardelli, a three-time overall 
champion from Austria who com- 
petes for Luxembourg, sustained 
a hip and kidney bruising in a fall 
during a super G race in Italy- 
before Christmas. 


Princess Anne says Olympics too big 


WEMBLEY, ENGLAND (AP) 
— The Olympics have become 
too big for their own good, 
accor d in g to Princess Anne, one 
of Britain’s two international 
Olympic C o mm it tee members. 

The Princess, who abo is presi- 
dent of both the British Olympic 
Association and the International 
Equestrian Federation, said the 
size of tiie games is one of the 
most difficult decisions facing the 
IOC and other international 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAN MAH HIRSCH 

WASHINGTON SENATORS LOSE AGAIN! 


Neither vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 

* 754 
9 QI7 
0 3 64 

* 7543 

WEST EAST 

♦ Q 19 9 6 2 ill 

9 H> 6 3 ' 9J9542 

0 10 97 O K 5 2 

* 96 * 10 8 2 

SOUTH 

* A J 3 
9 AK 

0 AQi3 

* A K Q J 
The bidding: 

West North East South 

Pass Pass Pass 3 NT 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Six of * 

In the inaugural bridge match be- 
tween the two legislative chambers, 
the House handily de f e ated the Sea- 
ate. Early next year, the winners will ■ 
play the British Parliament in (he 
fin* Transatlantic Governmental 
Challenge. Almost afl the players oo 
both teams were Republicans- We 
are mu sure whether an infusion of 
new Democrat blood in the Senate 
'would re v er s e the outcome of next 
year's match. 

Wa^i mbh ( Wit f fd three no 


trump on tine hand- Bath declarers 
adopted a reasonabl e Hue of Nay, 
but neither found the almost sure- 

trick fine. Can you do better after 
the lead of a spade? 

One declarer cap t ured East's king 
of spades with the ace and led a 
diamond to the jack. That would 
have secured the contract bad West 
held, the king. Unfortunately, the 
monarch was with East, and a spade 
re t urn allowed the defenders to col- 
lect four spade tricks for a one-trick 
set. 

The other declarer help up on the 
first round of spades, then won the 
second. A dialfcond to the jack lost, 
and since East was out of spades 
declarer was able to take the rest o f 
the tricks, save one. But the contract 
would have failed had West held the 
king of diamonds. 

The winning fine is to hold up the 
ace of spades one round, win the 
second spade' and then cash at least 
three rounds of dubs and the ace 
and king 'of hearts. Declarer then 
exits with the jack of spades. West 
can cash three spade tricks, but then 
most surrender the game-going 
•trick— either by leading a heart to 
dummy's queen or a diamond into 
declarer’s major tenace. 


GDema RAINBOW 

Tel: 625155" 

RAIDERS OF 


THE LOST 


ARK 
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bodies. 

“The biggest danger to the 
movement is that it is getting too 
big in sheer weight of numbers," 
she said. “Other sports will be- 
come more popular in terms of 
numbers and everyone wfll want 
to be involved in the Olympics. 
Some very hard dedaon-maJring 
will happen very shortly.” 

The IOC is studying ways of 

vwdnriwg- -limiting the SZC of 

the Olympics, which are expected 
to attract more than 10,000 
athletes to Barcelona in 1992. 

; It has barred demonstration 
sports after the *92 winter and 
summer ghmes and is expected to 
announce further restrictions 
when the 1996 summer Olympics 
are awarded in September. 

Princess Anne, daughter of 
Queen Elizabeth, made her re- 


marks Tuesday at a c onf erence of 

the sports council, which oversees 
ama teur sports in Britain. 



MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
- Furnished or 
Unfurnished 
In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other loca- 
tions. 

For more information 
please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
' PREVIOUSLY . 
Wael Reel Estate 
Tel: 685342, 882097 


FOR SALE 

— Mitsubishi Lancer, dark blue 1300 CC, good condition JD 
5,200 only. 

— hfikon F G Camera, zoom, flash, and tripod. 

— Sony Stereo Amplifier, Tapedeck 10 band/ ch Equalizer, 
Compact disk. 

Plus a wide variety of original albums on Cassettes and 
CDS. More I n fo rma tion call 679097 Thursday after 2:00 
pan. all day Friday only. 


B.M.W 3251 SEFOR SALE 


Duty unpaid, 1988, right hand drive, four doors, special 
equipment, dolphin grey, emaculate condition, must be 
seen to be appreciated, Thursday + Friday opposite the 
Mill Restaurant between Fifth and Sixth Circles or cal! Mr. 
Ghazi 825992. 

Will sell to the highest offer. 


ATTENTION PLEASE 


Welcome to the Bedouin Bazaar where you will 

get 20% discount on all items. 

Special offer on handmade Persian Carpets — 
buy two and get one Rug free. 

We also sell. Antiques. Copper. Brass. S-ver. Jewellery. 
Pottery, and all kmas of gifts and souvenirs 
LOCATED next to the American School. Royal Auto- 
mobile Club-Street. 

Tel; 824485 - open daily from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 



Total 


Solutions 



Mltac. The intelligent solution to 
today's contemporary computer 
needs. 

Sophisticated yet simple. Totally 
flexible yet amazingly affordable. 

The kind of solution that single PC 
users, local area networks and 
Xenix multi users have been waiting 
for . Available in 286 and 386 
models - XT, AT, PS/2 compatibles 
and multi users. 

And with the added professional 
advantage of Comcent's excellent 
support and maintenance facilities. 


Flexible enough? 


MttAC 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Cinema Tel:634144^ 

PHILADELPHIA 


Cinema 




Tel: 675571 bR Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 


OVER 
BOARD 
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DESTROYER 


Pi 


1 Performances: 3:15, 6:15, 8:15, 10:15 


John Travolta 
Olivia Newton-John 
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P erf o rman ce s : 3:30. 6:30, 8:30, 1030 
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imibta ieeomes independent 


WINDHOEK, Namibia (Agencies) — The World’s 
newest nation celebrated its birth Wednesday with 
all-night parties, tribal dancing and parades before 
swearing in ex-guerrilla leaders as ministers of the 
new government. 


Some -25,000 Namibians 
cheered wildly at a sports stadium 
as the South African flag was 
lowered in Africa's last colony 
early Wednesday. It was replaced 
by the red, green and blue banner 
of newly independent Namibia. 

“Africa's last colony is from 
this hour liberated,” President 
Sam Nujoma said in his inaugural 
address. 

Moments earlier, U.N 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 

de Cuellar had sworn in the for- 
mer guerrilla leader who fought 
for 23 years to end rule by neigh- 
bouring South Africa. 

As a fireworks display lighted 
the slcy. Namibians began im- 
promptu parties throughout the 
capital of Windhoek and car 
horns blared through the night. 

“This is beautiful. We are all 
thrilled. We have waited so long 
for this day/' said Olga Basson as 
she watched the gold and red 
fireworks. 

President F.W. de Klerk of 
South Africa, who held his hand 
across his heart as he watched his 
nation's flag being lowered, cal- 
led for an end to violence in 
southern Africa. 

“I stand here tonight as an 
advocate for peace. The season 
for violence has passed for Nami- 
bia and the whole of southern 
Africa." De Klerk said. 

“It is above all a moment for 
hope. Hope that the future of this 
vast and beautiful land will bring 
peace.*' he said. 

The new government gathered 
Wednesday morning at the leg- 
islative building on a Windhoek 
hilltop to be sworn in and become 
the new National Assembly. 

Forty-one of the 72 members 
belong to the South-West Africa 
People's Organisation (SWA- 
PO), the guerrilla movement that 
waged a 23-year war against 
South African rale and then won 
last November's U.N.-supervised 
elections. 

Seven parties, ranging from 


black Marxists to right-wing 
whites, are represented in the 
assembly. 

The assembly has written a 
democratic. Western-style con- 
stitution that has earned high 
praise both inside the country and 
from abroad. 

De Klerk has pledged to end 
South Africa’s apartheid system 
of racial segregation and the date 
chosen for the Namibian inde- 
pendence ceremony was rich in 
symbolic meaning for his country. 

It marked the 30th anniversary 
of the “Sharpeville massacre,’’ 
when 69 unarmed demonstrators 
were shot and Soiled in South 
Africa while protesting racial seg- 
regation laws in a black township 
South of Johannesburg. 

Sharpeville was the turning 
point for the African National 
Congress (ANQ. which broke 
with decades of nonviolent pro- 
test to fight against South Africa's 
white-run goverment. 

“The day was chosen as a sign 
of solidarity not only for the 
people of Namibia, but also with 
the people of South Africa," said 
Ffrfikepunke Pohamba, home 
affairs minister in the new gov- 
ernment. 

Among those attending the 
ceremony were U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker: Soviet Fore- 
ign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze; Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak; the leaders at least 12 
other African nations; Yasser 
Arafat, the chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO); and the foreign, 
ministers of Britain, West Ger- 
many, Indonesia and Romania. 

The leaden and foreign secre- 
taries used tile occasion for be- 
hind-the scenes consultations 
throughout the day. 

•Hie huge, arid territory of 1.3 
million people on Africa's south- 
west coast was a German colony 
until it was captured by South 
Africa during World' War I. 

Many Namibians expressed 


Namibian government 
sworn in 


WINDHOEK (AP) — Fanner gwarrMa leaders were sworn In 
Wednesday as ministers of the government after the world’s 
newe s t nation celebrated its birth with aB-nigftt parties, tribal 
dancing and parades. 

Haas Verger, chief justice of the supre me c o urt , swore in 
members of the 72-member c o nstitu ent assembly that wrote the 
Western-style constitution as the republic's Nation al Assembly 
later Wednesday. 

UJS.-edncated Mose Tjitcndero, a member of the dominant 
South- West Africa People's Organisation, was elected speaker of 
the house. A coat of arms was adopted, showing the nation’s flag, 
flwwfcgrf by two oryxes on them hind legs, with an eagle above, and 
the Namibian motto: “Unity, Liberty, Justice.’" 


hope the new nation would solve 
past racial differences and over- 
come the economic and political 
problems facing many poor Afri- 
can nations. 

“Other African .countries have 
had disappointments after inde- 
pendence. I hope we have 
learned from those economic and 
political mistakes,” said students 
Simon Ekanjo. 

Some whites expressed concern 
about the new black government, 
but said they wanted to support 
the new nation. 

South Africa agreed in Decem- 
ber 1988 to grant independence 
to Namibia under a regional 
peace treaty that also calls for 
Cuba to withdraw its 50,000 sol- 
diers from Angola by mid-1991. 

South Africa retains control 
Walvis Bay. Namibia's only deep- 
water port. The city was a British 
colony before Germany occupied 
Namibia. South Africa says the 
port is part of its t e r ri t ory , but 
Namibia is demanding that Wal- 
vis Bay be incorporated into its 
boundaries. 

The U.N. chief said that de- 
spite frustrations and setbacks, 
the process had “fully vindicated 
the repute and effectiveness of 
the United Nations”. U.N. super- 
vision of the transition began in 
near-disaster' last April when 
hundreds of SWAPO fighters 
were killed by South African 
troops. 

Peres de Cuellar bailed the 


successful agreement on a con- 
stitution in an atmosphere of re- 
conciliation as “a remarkable les- 
son to the whole world in the 
effectiveness of democratic proc- 
edures." 

“Few nations wfl] have reached 
independence with the degree 
and breadth of international 
goodwill and support which 
Namibia now enjoys,” be said. 

A cheer went up from the 
crowd of 20.000 when he said be 
looked forward to Namibia join- 
ing the U.N. as its 160th member. 

He also promised to organise 
an international conference to 
pledge funds for the new state. 

Nujoma’s first speech as presi- 
dent avoided bitterness and 
praised De Klerk for his “act of 
statemansfaip” in finally giving 
Namibia its freedom and express- 
ing the hope for timilar develop- 
ments in South Africa itself. 

The Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) Tuesday congratu- 
lated Namibia on its independ- 
ence and invited the country to 
become the 51st member of the 
group. 

Namibian independence was 
the “crowning of decades of unre- 
mitting struggle by the OAU 
against colonialism and racism”, 
OAU Secretary-General Safim 
Ahmad Salim said in a message to 
Nujoma. 

“The OAU looks forward to 
welcoming the new nation in its 
fold as the 51st member of the 
organisation,” he said. 


De Klerk, 
Shevardnadze 
hold talks 
in Windhoek 

WINDHOEK (R) — South Afri- 
can President F.W. de Klerk met 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze in Windhoek 
Wednesday in the highest level 
contact between the two conn- 
tries. 

The two men met with aides at 
South West Africa House, the 
official residence until Friday of 
South Africa's governor in Nami- 
bia. the ftmner colony that be- 
came independent from Pretoria 
early Wednesday. 

De Klerk, who agreed last year 
to relinquish control of Namibia 
after 75 years of white rale, has 
met a series of government lead- 
ers in Windhoek. 

De Klerk and Shevardnadze 
joked about the weather in south- 
ern Africa as they settled on 
either side of a long table. 

Complaining about the lack of; 
sun in the Soviet Union. Shevard- 
nadze said: “We could exchange 
and provide you with some of our 
snow. ’’ 

“That would be good for our 
tourism.* De Klerk responded. 
“Snow is the one thing we don’t 
have. Then South Africa would 
be perfect.” 

The Soviet Union played a key 
role in multinational negotiations 
in 1988 and 1989 that secured 
Namibia's independence in re- 
turn for the withdrawal of 50,000 
Cuban troops from neighbouring 
Angola. 

South African Foreign Minister 
Pik Botha has met Shevardnadze 
previously jg the context of the 
independence talks, but the gov- 
ernments have not had high-level 
contacts on other issues. 

Officials dedinedd to say what 
the two men planned to discuss, 
but sources in the South African 
delegation said proposals to end 
15 years of civil war in Angola 
would be on the agenda. 

Shevardnadze discussed the 
Angolan conflict with U-S- 
Secretary of State James Baker in 
Windhoek Tuesday. 

The United States supports 
Jonas Savimbi's pro-Western 
National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola (UN- 
ITA) and Moscow backs the Mar- 
xist Luanda government. 

Officials said Shevardnadze 
would also meet freed South 
African anti-apartheid leader 
Nelson Mandela. 

A South African official said 
De Klerk would meet West Ger- 
man Foreign Minister Hans- Diet- 
rich Geuscfaer and possibly Nige- 
rian military ruler Ibrahim 
Babangida. 


Mandela praises Bush, Gorbachev 
and Reagan for easing world tension 


WINDHOEK (AP) — African 
National Congress (ANQ leader 
Nelson Mandela met with the 
foreign ministers of the United 
States and Soviet . Union 
Wednesday and praised their 
leaders for easing international 
tensions. 

“One of the things we deeply 
appreciate are the efforts made 
by the world powers to relax 
world tensions," Mandela said 
before meeting in Namibia with 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker. 

Leaders from around the world 
are using the festivities surround- 
ing Namibia's independence from 
75 years of South African rule to 
hold meeting on a host of issues. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze and Baker 
have been discussing prospects 
for a ceasefire in the Angolan 
civil war, in which the United 
States and the Soviet Union sup- 
port opposing sides. 

Aides to Shevardnadze said he 
wanted to visit South Africa, but 
that the political climate was not 
yet right. 

Mandela has publicly criticised 


Baker's plan to visit South Afri- 
can President F.W. de Klerk in 
Cape Town later this week, 
saying it sends an inaccurate mes- 
sage that the South African gov- 
ernment has made meaningFul 
changes. 

However. Mandela’s col- 
league, Walter Sisulu, the second 
highest-ranking ANC official in- 
side South Africa, said be bad 
changed plans to fly to London 
Wednesday so that he could meet 
Baker in South Africa Friday. 

Mandela's praise of U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush and former 
President Ronald Reagan for 
helping to ease world tensions did 
not extend to American policy 
toward South Africa. 

The African National Con- 
gress, the main black group fight- 
ing minority white rale in South 
Africa, has long condemned 
Reagan’s policy of “constructive 
engagement” toward South Afri- 
ca, which involved continued ties 
in order to exert influence. 

ANC leaders have said they 
can communicate better with the 
Bush administration, although 
they still disagree with some of its 


policies toward the South African 
government. 

Mandela was to meet Baker at 
his temporary residence, but at 
the last minute phoned and asked 
the senior U.S. cabinet member 
to come to him. Baker agreed 
and Mandela met him in the 
driveway and apologised for the 


Mandela had been meeting 
with Shevardnadze for more than 
an hour, and the Soviet Foreign 
Minister left moments before 
Baker arrived. 

After the meeting, Mandela told 
reporters:- “We had very fruitful 
discussions, and as you would 
expect, there were differences. 
But I would like you to concen- 
trate on the friendship that exists 
between the ANC and the gov- 
ernment, the Congress and the 
people of the United States. 

After his meeting with Mande- 
la; Shevardnadze said through an 
interpreter, “I understand very 
important negotiations will begin 
between the ANC and the gov- 
ernment and that these negotia- 
tions will bring very important 
results and we want it to happen 
like this.” 


South African blacks mark 30th 
anniversary of Sharpe ville massacre 


JOHANNESBURG, South Afri- 
ca (AP) — Tens of thousands of 
blacks stayed away from work 
Wednesday and crowds stoned 
vehicles and put up barricades to 
mark the 30th anniversary of the 
“Sharpe ville massacre” when 69 
blacks were gunned down by 
police. 

Thousands of blacks took part 
in a one day “stay away" protest 
in Johannesburg, Durban, Pieter- 
maritzburg. East London and 
other towns across South Africa. 
The protests were staged to com- 
memorate the blacks lulled in the 
1960 protest march against racial 
segregation laws in the town of 
Sharpeville outside Johannes- 
burg. 

The state-run South African 
Broadcasting Corporation re- 
ported that between 20 per cent 
and 70 per cent of blade workers 
stayed away from work in many 
areas. Press reports said the 
strike was higher in some areas, 
with up to 99 per cent of die work 
force on strike in parts of Dur- 
ban. 

But there was no way to esti- 
mate how many people were tak- 
ing part overall. 

Cassini Salojee, vice president 
of the anti-apartheid United 
Democratic Front (UDF), de- 


manded the government end its 
use of violent tactics. He said 
non-whites had suffered enor- 
mously because of apartheid. 

“Let it not be said we are a 
violent people. ... We are a very 
tolerant people and if you think 
about the oppression we have 
suffered, it goes beyond human 
endurance,” he told a memorial 
chnrch service in the black 
township of Soweto. 

A police report Wednesday 
said five men were stabbed to 
death and their bodies burned in 
black factional fighting over 24 
boors, but the deaths did not 
appear linked to the stay-away 
strike. 

Crowds of youths stoned cars 
and buses in some parts of Dur- 
ban and other cities to stop peo- 
ple who wanted to work. Protes- 
ters pat up barricades to block off. 
some bladr townships and dosed 
streets with rows of bunting car 
tires. 

Black schoolchildren in some 
areas attacked schools to enforce 
the stay away, and police said a 
crowd Of Students set fire to a 
school in Umlazi in Natal. 

Police in the eastern province 
of Natal warned motorists to 
avoid some areas because protes- 
ters were stoning and bunting 


vehicles. A mob seized a track 
and cars and blocked a main road 
near Pietermaritzburg, tiny said. 

Most protests were peaceful 
with people organising marches 
and meetings. Crowds marched 
in black townships chanting anti- 
apartheid slogans and dancing. 

In Durban, local journalists 
estimated up to 99 per cent of 
black workers were staying away 
from work in parts of the east 
coast city. Virtually no buses 
were running in black areas and 
crowds stoned trains in some 
areas to try and stop service, they 
said. 

The streets of central Johan- 
nesburg were quiet, with little 
traffic and few pedestrians in 
many areas. Thousands of black 
workers who tried to reach work 
from outlying towns were 
stranded after bus drivers refused 
to work. 

Some factories and shops m tbe 
south-eastern industrial cities of 
East London and Port Elizabeth 
were forced to close when work- 
ers failed to show up. Some 
businesses dosed and gave work- 
ers a paid holiday in a show of 
support. 

Sharpeville was a turning point 
for the African National Con- 



Lithuanians 
flee Soviet 
military 

VILNIUS, USSR (AP) — Algisl 
Bematavids broke ranks with the 
Red Army and joined hundreds 
of other Lithuanians who de- 
serted after their Baltic republic 
declared itself independent. 

“They accused us of being 
saboteurs,” he said Tuesday, one 
day after waking out on his unit 
near Moscow. “They called us! 
Germans and Nazis.” 

“There is no turning back 
now,” said his friend, 19-year-oldj 
Valdas Grigahmas, who had j 
left his post with the no: 
fleet 

For tbe hundreds of Lith 
youths who have fled tbe Sovi 
military in the 10 days once 
small republic declared itsel: 
sovereign, there indeed seems to 
be no turning back. 

The new Lithuanian govern- 
ment is backrng the youths’ deci- 
sions to return home and trying to 
negotiate their security, said De- 
puty Prime Minister Kaantieras 
Motieka. 

But tbe Soviet military has said 
ft wil use force to ship the deser- 
ters back to their units — and 
presumably military justice — if 
the conflict is not resolved by 
Saturday. 

On Tuesday night, police were 
seen checking the passports of 
young men boarding the train 
from Moscow to Lithuania, 

^ tly looking for deserters. 

itaviris and Grigaltuias 
were interviewed as they debated 
signing up for a new Lithuanian 
Volunteer Force, which officials 
said would be used as customs 
and frontier guards. 

Grigahmas was still officially 
on leave, but said he was not 
likely to leave his homeland to 
return to harsh life in the Soviet 
Armed Forces, which Lithua- 
nians consider an army of occupa- 
tion. 

Fifty years ago, Lithuania and 
die other two Baltic republics, 
Latvia and Estonia, were forcibly 
annexed by the Soviet Union. 

The Baltic republics have been 
complaining since their drive for 
'independence began two years 
agd that their draftees were being 
harassed, tortured or killed by 
soldiers and officers offended by 
their desire for freedom. In one 
celebrated case, a young Baltic 
consc rip t machine-gunned eight 
soldiers and claimed it was self- 
defence against a gang rape. 

Beraatavicis said insults forced 
him and 13 other Lithuanians 
from his unit to desert. He said it 
was not difficult; be simply 
changed into civilian clothes and 
went home. 

Lithuanian officials said they 
intend to set up border and cus- 
toms forces to show the world’s 
governments that Lithuania con- 
trols its territory and should be 
I formally recognised as indepen- 
dent. 

So Ear, no foreign country has 
officially recognised Lithuania as 
independent and Moscow has 
warned it will not tolerate a 
change in customs enforcement at 
the border. 

The Soviet Union has tens and 
perhaps hundreds of thousands of 
troops stationed in Lithuania, 
whose Baltic port of Klaipeda is 
extremely valuable to the Soviet 
navy 

Signs in the capital of Vilnius 
said the Sajudis People’s Front, 
the nationalist movement that 
dominates the Lithuanian gov- 
ernment, was handling registra- 
tion of men between ages of 19 
and 40 who were ready to serve 
voluntarily in defence of the 
state. 

Both men and women re- 
sponded, crowding the tiny office 
to fill in applications stating their 
military experience and 
availaibility on short notice. 

“I just want to do some good 
for free Lithuania,'' said a woman 
.about 30 years old. 

Many of the volunteers are 
former Soviet soldiers who “say 
they consider themselves Lithua- 
nian and want to serve in tbe 
’Lithuanian army” said Lndwiga 
jPodaniene, who was taking ap- 
plications in another office at fee 
parliament building. 

She dug out one letter written, 
by a soldier from Kanons, who 
said he fled his army unit in 
Moscow after being beaten sense- 
less and hospitalised. He was 
later refused care for severe 
headaches. 

Tbe youth said his officer told 
him, “Lithuanians must hang 
themselves.” 

Podunicnc said the Lithuanian 
polks were under great pressure 
from Moscow to arrest the deser- 
ters,- but the new Lith uanian par- 
liament has asked them not to 
obey tbe Kremlin command. 


In February, even before inde- 
pendence, Lithuania's parliament 
ordered state prosecutors to pre- 
vent the transfer and filing of 
against Lithuanian sol- 
diers who had to escape unbear- 
able cootfitions in the Soviet Un- 
ion, acc or d in g to tike Li t h uanian 
review newspaper. 


Lithuania protests 
Soviet army exercises 


VILNIUS, USSR (Agencies) — 
The Supreme Council of 
Lithuania opened debate 
Wednesday on the structure of its 
new government after sending a 
protest to the Kremlin against 
Soviet military manoeuvres in the 
Baltic Republic. 

Lithuanian Prime Minister 
Kazimiera Prunskiene sent a tele- 
gram to President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev Tuesday night complain- 
ing that the recent military opera- 
tions were creating unnecessary 
tensions. 

“The people of Lithuania are 
deeply disturbed about the ac- 
tions of the Soviet Armed Forces: 
The intense mobilisation of 
armoured vehicles and tanks.- the 
intensified flights of military air 
force planes, and (^authorised 
sorties into Lithuanian territory 
by paratroopers involved in in- 
telligence activities,” she said in 
the cable. 

Mrs. Prunskiene said the 
Lithuanian parliament bad not 
been notified in advance of the 
manoeuvres, nor on the status of 
the Soviet army in Lithuania. 

“Representatives from USSR 
ministries and agencies arrive in 
Lithuania and act without con- 
tacting the government of 
Lithuania,” she complained in 
the telegram addressed to Gor- 
bachev and other top Soviet offi- 
cials. 

In her cable, Mrs. Prunskiene 
called on the Kremlin to discuss 
the presence of troops and other 
issues. “Tbe government is con- 
vinced that there is a sound basis 
for coming to mutually beneficial 
understanding and for diseasing 
issues of common interest in a 
calm and rational manner,” she 
said. 

Tbe small Baltic republic, 
which declared its independence 
on March 11, was quiet Tuesday. 
There was no sign of Soviet troop 
movements. 

Officials said there were no 
signs of an economic blockage in 
retaliation for the declaration of 
independence and no violence 
that might be related to 
sovereignty. 

“We are still receiving gas and 
oil,” Lithuania’s two most critical 
imports from the Soviet Union, 
said Mis. Prunskiene, an eco- 
nomist who was elected Prime 
Minister Saturday. 

On Wednesday, the legislature 
began a debate on defining the 
structure of its new government 
and specifically whether to trim 
the number of ministries 40 to 15 
or 21. 

Lithuanian officials said Tues- 
day that there were no plans to 
arm the border force. Mrs. Prans- 
kiene said the government hoped 
to have 37 border posts installed 
within 10 days. 


Meanwhile Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
said Tuesday that Moscow would 
not use force against the inde- 
pendence movement in 
Lithuania, an assurance wel- 
comed by U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker. 

The two ministers, in Win- 
dhoek to celebrate Namibia’s in- 
dependence, met for three -and-a- 
half hours and both described 
their talks as wide ranging and 
positive. 

“The minister made it very 
dear to me that they are hopeful 
that questiones involving 
Lithuania will be handled by dia- 
logue,” Baker said at an im- 
promptu joint news conference 
afterwards. 

“He said once again, as be has 
done before, that force would not 
be the solution to the problem as 
far as the Soviet Union is con- 
cerned.” 

Washington’s concern about 
the situation in Lithuania and its 
fellow Baltic republics of Latvia 
and Estonia mounted after Gor- 
bachev gave His government new 
powers to reverse Lithuania's de- 
claration of independence. 

This was coupled with reports 
of Soviet troop movements in 
Lithuania and Soviet military air- 
craft flying over Lithuanian cities. 

But Shevardnadze said there 
had been no unusual deployment 
of Soviet forces and Baker said 
there was “no reason that we 
know of not to take him at his 
word.” 

In Stockholm Baltic exile 
groups and opposition parties 
Tuesday demanded that Sweden 
rally mound Lithuania’s straggle 
to break away from the Soviet 
Union. 

Conservative party leader Carl 
'Bildt said Moscow's threats 
against Lithuania's declaration of 
independence made it imperative 
that Sweden show deal political 
support for Vilnius. 

“Sweden should send an offi- 
cial emissary to Lithuania to show 
where our sympathies lie,” Bildt 
told Reuters. 

In Paris Francois Mitterrand 
and Vaclav Havel, tbe presidents 
of France and Czechoslovakia, 
Tuesday appealed for a peaceful 
solution to Lithuania's proclama- 
tion of independence from the 
Soviet Union. 

Speaking at a joint news con- 
ference, both beads of state said 
they recognised Lithuania’s right 
to self-determination but urged 
both Moscow and the newly- 
elected leaders of tire Soviet re- 
public to settle their differences 
at the negotiating fable. 

“We hope both sides will find a 
peaceful solution,” Havel said at 
the dose -of a two-day state visit 
to France. 


Indian troops stage raid in 
search of Kashmir rebels 


SRINAGAR, India (AP) — 
Government troops conducted 
overnight raids in search of Mus- 
lim guerrillas following the assas- 
sination of an intelligence officer 
and three state government em- 
ployees, witnesses said Wednes- 
day. 

Tbe Jammu-Kashmir Liberation 
Front, which has led tbe Muslim 
campaign for independence, 
claimed responsibility for all four 
kiUnigs in telephone calls to local 
reporters. 

An around-the-clock curfew 
was re-imposed following Tues- 
day’s assassinations. On Wednes- 
day, paramilitary troops patrolled 
the deserted streets of Srinagar, 
the centre of the movement for 
Kashmir’s secession from pre~ 
■dominantly Hindu India. 

In addition to the intelligence 
officer, tbe men killed Tuesday 


were a head constable in tire state 
police force and two civilian gov- 
ernment staffers, according to 
sources who spoke on condition 
of not being identified further. 

Tbe killings occurred when cur- 
few was relaxed during daytime 
hours Tuesday to enable people 
to buy food and conduct business. 

After the curfew was re- 
imposed, government forces 
launched a series of overnight 
raids in an effort to flash out tbe 
militants. 

Mosques blared calls for peo- 
ple to awaken and take to the 
streets in an effort to thwart tbe 
searches. 

In Lahore, Pakistani Premier 
Benazir Bhutto Tuesday accused 
India of fuelling problems m Indi- 
an Kashmir by trying to stamp 
out a Muslim revolt through force 
of arms. 


Taiwan president reelected 


TAIPEI (AP) — President Lee 
Tend-Hui was chosen Wednesday 
to lead his country for another six 
years by an electoral college that 
has been the main target of pro- 
democracy protests. 

Id a statement issued soon after 
his election, Lee the only candi- 
date, said he would “devote my 
utmost endeavours to garner a El 
forces to strive for constitutional 
democracy, economic progress 
and social stability in the coming 
six yean.” 

But he said he would wait until 
he is sworn in on May 20 to make 
concrete proposals. 

The statement came one day 
after Lee, the 67-year-old chair- 
man of tire ruling Nationalist 
Party, responded to the growing 
pressure for democratic reform 
by agreeing to an emergency con- 
ference to discuss changing tire 
political system. 

The National Assembly that 
elected Lee is dominated by 
elderly deputies who have not 
faced re-elected since the ruling 
.Nationalists fled China in 1949 
after their defeat by tire Com- 
munists in the Chinese civil war.- 

Hundreds of protesters deman- 
ding a general presidential elec- 
tion tried to stop deputies on 


their way to the presidential -vote 
at a suburban meeting hall, which 
was guarded by about 2,000 
police officers in full riot gear. 
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Road signs warn 
of passing frogs 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP)— 

The road administration will . 
erect traffic signs to warn drives 
of a frog crossing. Swedish tdevv 
sion has said. The signs wfl! $ay 
up for a few summer weeks, when 
frogs outside the town of Sjosa in 
the province of Sormiand leave 
their winter nests on one side of 
tbe road and cross over to mate in 
Sjosa Bay. Tbe frogs usually take 
a rest on the warm road to catch 
insects aqd many get ran over .by 
cars, television reported. Frog 
friends of So rail and, south of 
Stockholm, appealed to the socie- 
ty for the protection of nature, 
which procured the red and yel- 
low triangular signs, picturing a 
frog, from focal road authorities. 

Voters decide battle 
of millionaires 

GREELEY, Colorado (AP) — 
Voters Tuesday sided with tire 
Bass Brothers of Texas in a battle 
of millionaires over whether a 
huge hog farm shook! build a 
$10- million sewage plant to treat 
its manure, saying it isn't neces- 
sary. Weld County residents 
voted 14,706 to 6334 to reject a 
referendum on the issue, county 
officials said. National Farms •>% 
Inc., owned by the brothers from 
Fort Worth, Texas, opened the 
massive hog-processing operation 
32 kilometres east of Greeley last 
year. When it reaches full capac- 
ity, the operation will process 
300,000 hogs a year and will be 
one of the largest hog plants in 
the nation. Advocates of the 
treatment plant churned nitrogen 
from the pig manure is leaching 
into groundwater and may reach 
tbe nearby South Platte River. 

The most prominent backer of 
the ballot issue was Denver oil 
and railroad magnate Philip 
Anschutz, who owns a 32,009- -si 
acre (12,950-hectarc) private 
hunting preserve downstream 
from the bog plan: on the South 
Platts in northeastern Colorado. 
Anschutz paid nearly $40,000 :o 
underwrite the efforts of a 
citizens' group, protect our wa- 
ter, which was the chief advocate 
for passage. 

Van Gogh 
watercolour 
sells for $4, 66m 

PARIS (AP) — A rare Van Gogh 
watercolour was sold for S4.66 
million during an auction of im- 
pressionist art. The price fetched 
for Les Tofts (the rooftops) at the 
prestigious Dronot- Montaigne $ 
auction bouse fell within predic- 
tions of 25-30 million francs < $££ 
million). The Culture Ministry 
denied the painting an exit visa 
last week under a 1941 law allow- 
ing the government to restrict the 
sale of a work contributing to the 
“national heritage.” The law 
usually substantially lowers a 
painting's market value. An oil 
painting by Pierre-Auguste Re- 
noir titled Gabriefle a la Rose 
reaped the second-highest price, 
bought by an international dealer 
for 25.3 million francs ($4.36 mil- 
lion). Tbe Van Gogh watercolour 
had been tire object of bureaucra- 
tic wrangling for several yean. 

Part of the Georges Ren and col- 
lection auctioned off in 1987. it 
was withdrawn by Renand’s heirs 
and offered to the French govern- 
ment in payment of inheritance 
taxes. Tbe deal fell through when 
the parties could not agree on the ^ 
painting's value. One of the heirs 
repurchased it at the sale: In all, 
about 100 works were sold for a 
total of 95 million francs ($16.38 
million). 

Voters reject 
junkyard sculptures 

BER WYN, Illinois (AP) — The 
critics have spoken. By more than 
2-to-I, voters in Berwyn Tuesday 
called for scrapping “Spindle,'' a 
15-merre-talI steel shish kebab 
spearing eight automobiles, and 
“By-Bored,” a sculpture made of 
household appliances and con- 
crete. In an advisory referend um , 
folks in the west Chicago suburb 
said they wanted the junkyard art 
removed by the owner of the 
shopping plaza where it is dis- 
played. Before the vote, 
owner David Berman* said be 
would abide by the voters' wishes 
in this city of about 53,000. “Tve 
just about bad it with Berwyn. I 
mean, Fm really discouraged ab- 
out Berwyn. Don’t they have asy 
sense of aesthetics in Berwyn?” 
Bermam said. “I gave them these 
wonderful works of art and what 
do I get? Public meetings. Insults. 

Hate mail” “Spindle” was re- 
jected, 5,512 to 2,450, in Toes- ■ 
day’s election. The notion of 
wrapping the 9-year-old “Bfl- 
BoretT was greeted with erven 
grater enthusiasm. A total of 
o» 379 voters want to jimk it, and 
jnst 1,662 were willing to let it 
stay. Bennanr said he’s placed 
sanilar works in the 20 shopping * 

plazas he owns around the 

By, without any problems. 




